
Cultural Exchange and New Friendships: German School Visit

Last week, our school had the distinct pleasure of hosting students from Germany for 
an action-packed cultural exchange filled with hands-on learning, sport, and 
memorable experiences. Throughout the visit, students from both schools connected 
through interactive workshops, exciting excursions, and shared meals, building lasting 
international friendships along the way.
We welcomed our guests by joining them in Manchester for a relaxed Sunday 
afternoon exploring the Trafford Centre before sharing Pizza and burgers at Cafe 
Football next to Manchester United. The students were nervous at first but soon 
opened up and began making new friends.
On Tuesday we welcomed the German students and their teachers to Sharples with 
an induction to the school including a tour from our year 9 and 10 students. This was 
followed by a day of visiting lessons including History, Geography, RS; all of the 
students thoroughly enjoyed meeting our guests and made every effort to get to know 
them during break and lunch. 
Tuesday evening brought the Bolton vs West Ham match at the Bolton stadium which 
all students, Sharples and German students thoroughly enjoyed, despite a less than 
favourable outcome! Football is not as popular in Germany as in the UK, with most of 
the German students pursuing other sports. However, they all enthusiastically cheered 
for Bolton during the match and bonded with Sharples students; a brilliant example of 
the power of sport to bring people together.      continued...
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Wednesday was 
another busy day with 
Forest School activities 
where students worked 
together on challenging 
tasks in our outdoor 
area and then learned 
to make camp fires and 
ended by roasting 
marshmallows over an 
open fire. The sense of 
friendship developing 
between the students 
was become stronger 
with each day. The 
German students 
visited more lessons 
and we then travelled to 
Manchester on public 
transport for an unforgettable tour of Old Trafford and the students had the opportunity 
to try on football shirts worn by actual players! and one Sharples student even won a 
new football shirt as a tour prize. Time in the Old Trafford shop for some treasured 
souvenirs before returning to Bolton for evening meal at Olympus Fish & Chip 
restaurant; the perfect British meal for our European friends.
Thursday started with lots of energy in the sports hall for a fast-paced game of 
dodgeball, where friendly competition brought both groups together in high spirits. The 
students were enjoying every moment of the experience and true and lasting 
friendships were being made. More lessons followed including Science, MFL, and 
Maths before a Movie evening in the Sharples Pizza with Pizza, popcorn, and a 
comparison of British and German snacks and sweets.
On Friday morning, in the kitchen, students stepped up to the counters to learn the 
traditional craft of making pasties, sharing culinary techniques and enjoying their 
'school cooked' food for lunch. The visit came to a conclusion with lots of hugs, smiles, 
and some tears as students said goodbye to their new friends. The German students 
said farewell to the whole school on the Sharples Radio and invited us to visit them in 
the future; many of our students are looking forward to this possibility.
The true heart of the week lay in the genuine cultural exchanges that took place every 
day. Students from both schools demonstrated how valuable cultural exchange can be 
and the importance of friendship. We wish our guests all the best for the future and we 
look forward to visiting them soon as well as welcoming them back to Sharples in the 
future.



Freshers Fair 2026!

It was fantastic to see all of Y7 gathered in the theatre on Wednesday lunchtime for 
our annual Freshers Fair! The theatre was filled with excited students exploring the 
huge variety of clubs on offer at Sharples this term. There was something for 
everyone with 3D printing, darts and gardening club amongst the most popular! Y7 
are now all set to start earning their Sharples Bacc points. If they reach enough 
points, they will earn themselves some exciting rewards at the end of term! Details 
of clubs can be found at the end of the newsletter. We encourage all Y7 and Y8 
students to attend at least 2 a week!

Gold Tie of the Week
This week our star Gold Tie is Zainab Asmail. She has done all her duties and is 
helping out at the disco and the sleepover with Y7!



Inspiring Author Visit: Kate S. Martin Shares the Magic of Character Building

"We were thrilled to welcome local YA author Kate S. Martin to our school today for an 
engaging series of creative writing workshops with Year 7 and Year 8 pupils. As the 
author of shortlisted YA novels Are You Okay, Elliot Hart? and What About You, Josh 
McBride?, Kate brought her expert insight as both a published writer and high school 
English teacher.
During the energetic workshops, pupils stepped directly into the shoes of an author 
through a fast paced character creation challenge. Using a series of interactive prompt 
questions, students built brand new teenage characters from scratch, focusing on vivid 
details like physical traits, key possessions, and their character's greatest desires. 
Kate showed the pupils how small, specific choices, such as a report card showing a 
failed class or a forgotten photograph, can instantly reveal a character's backstory and 
personality to a reader.  
Kate also gave pupils an exclusive behind the scenes look at her original planning 
notes and illustrations for her debut novel, demonstrating how raw initial ideas evolve 
into full, published books. The session concluded with a free writing exercise where 
students placed their new characters into high stakes moments and built up the 
confidence to share their work aloud.   
Following the workshops, Kate held a dedicated meet and greet session where pupils 
had the opportunity to ask questions about her writing journey, discuss her books, and 
get copies signed. It was a fantastic day that left our pupils brimming with creative 
confidence. A huge thank you to Kate S. Martin for giving our students such an 
empowering look into the world of storytelling!"



NASA Engineers Blast Off the New Term at Sharples!

It has been an out-of-this-world start to the new term for our Sharples scientists! 
Our Year 10 Triple Science classes and ambitious Year 9 students were treated to a 
fascinating live presentation from two NASA engineers leading projects on the 
historic Artemis II mission.
As part of a national event, our students got an insider's look at what it takes to 
send humans back around the Moon. The talk covered everything from cutting-
edge rocket technology and life support systems to the stranger realities of space 
travel—including the infamous "urine blizzards" caused by vented wastewater in 
deep space!
Opportunities like this bring textbook science to life, showing our students how 
topics like forces, biochemistry, and thermal physics apply to real-world aerospace 
engineering. We hope this unforgettable experience has sparked a passion in our 
young scientists and inspired the next generation of space pioneers right here from 
Sharples.



Sharples Physicists Explore Cambridge’s Brand-New Cavendish Lab!

Forty-five of our Year 10 scientists recently enjoyed an unforgettable trip to the 
University of Cambridge for the annual "Physics at Work" event. Sharples pupils 
were among the very first to experience the brand-new, £303 million Ray Dolby 
Centre at the historic Cavendish Laboratory, taking part in a full day of interactive 
workshops and talks on cutting-edge physics.
The action-packed itinerary gave students a true taste of university life:
Hands-on Physics: Pupils engaged directly with research scientists, exploring real-
world applications of physics from quantum technology to modern materials 
science.
Campus Life: The group stayed overnight at Churchill College, experiencing the 
atmosphere of a top Cambridge college firsthand.
Museum Explorations: Students broadened their scientific horizons with guided 
visits to the University's renowned Zoology Museum and the Sedgwick Museum of 
Earth Sciences.
It was a fantastic experience that challenged, educated, and inspired our Year 10s. 
A huge well done to all the pupils involved for representing Sharples so brilliantly!



English Department’s Star of the Week
Work of the Week
Year 7
Khadĳa A - Taking pride in her work and demonstrating good handwriting. Click 
here to view the work.
Year 8
Lellianna - Demonstrated different sentence types that also evidenced her 
knowledge of last year's text. She's made HUGE progress in her handwriting too. 
Click here to view the work.
Year 9
Ellie R for demonstrating a clear understanding of characterisation in 'The Jungle' 
by Pooja Puri. Click here to view the work.
Year 10
Saarah P - Excellent annotations on key Context for Drummer Hodge. Click here to 
view the work.
Year 11
Sobia H - a creative and interesting narrative for her GCSE English Language. 
Click here to view the work.

Readers of the Week
Year 7
Nadhii A - Showing great enthusiasm to read in class.
Year 8
Salik S for always being focused during lessons, and willing to read any text when 
asked.
Year 9
Jarnpreet S for reading loudly and with clarity.
Year 10
Bilal B - Always showing desire to take part in whole class reading.
Year 11
Ayaan K for reading Sheila in An Inspector Calls.

https://www.sharplesschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/ArticleEnglishWOTWT1AW2Y7Sept26a.jpg
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Changes to School Holiday Food Vouchers after Summer 2026
The following information is taken from the bolton.gov.uk website.
There is more information available on their website - click here to view the full 
article and further information.

If your child receives Free School Meals, there are important changes to holiday 
food vouchers after Summer 2026. Find out what is changing, what support 
remains available and where to get help.
If your child receives Free School Meals, there are important changes to the holiday 
food vouchers after Summer 2026. Find out what is changing, what support 
remains available and where to get help.
The school holiday food voucher scheme was funded through the Government’s 
Household Support Fund, which was introduced in October 2021 to help residents 
with the cost of essentials. As this funding has now ended, support is being 
provided through the new Crisis and Resilience Fund, which helps residents facing 
financial hardship access the assistance when they need it.
We know that many families have found the voucher scheme a great source of 
support during the cost-of-living crisis and the fact that the vouchers are now 
stopping, will be a worrying time for some.
However, due to changes in government priorities, the money spent on vouchers, 
will now be used to support Bolton families in other ways.

Please also see this poster from Bolton Council.

Year 9 Boys Football
Wednesday saw the return of football fixtures here at Sharples as our Year 9 boys 
took on Ladybridge for their opening league game. Both teams started fast with 3 
goals coming within the opening 10 minutes. In a very close, end to end game, our 
Sharples team showed excellent work ethic and resilience to come back from 
behind in the second half to level the game. Unfortunately, it was not our night as 
Ladybridge managed to scrape a third with 5 minutes left. Our year 9s never gave 
up and pushed for an equaliser, narrowly missing the goal number of times. Great 
first game back lads, special mention to Max L who was our man of the match. On 
to the next one #UpTheSharples

https://www.bolton.gov.uk/news/article/2104/free-school-meal-holiday-vouchers
https://www.bolton.gov.uk/news/article/2104/free-school-meal-holiday-vouchers
https://www.sharplesschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/PosterBoltonCouncilFSMHolidayVoucherLeafletSept2026a.pdf


Year 10 v Ladybridge in the league

The Year 10 team were back in action in the Bolton League and travelled to 
Ladybridge with a depleted squad. Unfortunately, they couldn't start the season with 
a win but showed plenty of positives moving forward for when players return to the 
team.  Hussain showed great composure throughout the game in midfield and 
Jason and Adam were solid in defence. Lewis B scored Sharples only goal of the 
game using his pace to get in behind the right full back and slot past the oncoming 
keeper.



Attendance Information
Reporting an absence:
If your child is too ill to attend school, please contact the school before 
9.30am with full details of your child’s illness/symptoms. The attendance 
email is the easiest way to contact school as the phone line can get very 
busy.
Appointments in school time: Please provide an appointment card/letter.
If your child has a medical appointment and needs to leave early, please 
can you provide a copy of the appointment card/letter so an exit slip can 
be issued.
The school attendance email is: attendance@sharplesschool.co.uk
If we are unable to make contact and you do not provide a reason for your 
child’s absence, this absence will be recorded as unauthorised.

Attendance Data

1002 pupils have achieved 100% this academic year

Year Groups this week:
7 = 97.16%
8 = 94.71%
9 = 96.11%

10 = 95.27%
11 = 95.43%

Best forms this week: 
7ples5 & 7Shar3 = 100%

8Shar1 = 100%
9Ples3 = 99.62%

10Ples1 =  99.13%
11Ples4 = 99.57%

Dates for your Diary

Monday 21st 
September: North 
West Careers & 
Apprenticeship Expo 
(1:00 – 3:00pm for 
some Y10 students)

Thursday 24th 
September: Open 
Evening (4:00 – 
7:00pm)

Friday 25th 
September: Staff 
training day (school 
not open for pupils)






























