
A weekend of adventures with our Spanish Friends

For the fourth time, Sharples School was delighted to welcome our friends from IES 
Punta del Verde in Seville, Spain, for another unforgettable week of cultural 
exchange, friendship and language learning.
Following a year of successful pen pal exchanges between students at Sharples 
and IES Punta del Verde, we were thrilled to welcome 14 Spanish students and 
their teachers to school on Friday 19th June 2026. Over six action-packed days, 
students from both schools shared experiences, explored the local area, developed 
their language skills and created memories that will last a lifetime.
The visit began with a warm Sharples welcome before our Year 9 Spanish students 
had the opportunity to put their language learning into practice in real-life situations. 
The first evening saw everyone enjoying a traditional British favourite—fish and 
chips at the Olympus Restaurant. It was the perfect opportunity for students to chat 
with one another, overcome any initial nerves and begin forming friendships that 
would continue to grow throughout the week.     continued
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The weekend provided an exciting opportunity to showcase some of the very best 
attractions that Greater Manchester and the North West have to offer. Students 
explored the vibrant surroundings of Salford Quays, admired the famous landmarks 
and enjoyed taking in the atmosphere of one of the UK's most iconic waterfront 
destinations.
A visit to Old Trafford, home of Manchester United, proved to be one of the 
highlights of the trip. Everyone enjoyed learning about the history of one of the 
world's most famous football clubs and buying souvenirs from the gift shop. The 
day concluded with a visit to the Trafford Centre, where students enjoyed some 
shopping, sampled British treats and continued to strengthen friendships across 
both schools.
Sunday took the group to the stunning Lake District National Park, where they 
experienced some of England's most spectacular scenery. Students explored the 
picturesque lakeside town of Bowness-on-Windermere, enjoyed traditional ice 
cream by the lake and boarded a scenic cruise across England's largest and most 
famous lake.
The highlight of the day was undoubtedly the hike to the summit of Gummer's How. 
Despite the warm weather making the climb particularly challenging, every student 
demonstrated fantastic resilience, determination and teamwork. Their efforts were 
rewarded with breathtaking panoramic views across Lake Windermere and the 
surrounding fells—a truly memorable experience for everyone.



Our Spanish friends bring the sun to Sharples

Following an amazing weekend with the students from IES Punta Del Verde in 
Seville, we welcome our Spanish friends into school; they even brought the 
Spanish sun with them!!
From Monday to Wednesday, the focus shifted to life at Sharples School. Our Year 
9 students were exceptional hosts, welcoming their Spanish partners into lessons, 
introducing them to school life and ensuring they felt part of the Sharples 
community from the moment they arrived. Throughout the three days, students 
worked together in lessons, collaborated on activities and, most importantly, 
enjoyed countless opportunities to develop their confidence speaking both English 
and Spanish in authentic situations.
Each day offered a different experience. Monday's sports activities encouraged 
teamwork, communication and plenty of friendly competition, with mixed teams 
working together despite the language barrier.
On Tuesday, students swapped the sports hall for the Food Technology classrooms, 
where they prepared traditional British dishes including Toad in the Hole and Apple 
Crumble. Working together in pairs, students followed recipes, shared culinary tips 
and discovered that food is a wonderful way to bring different cultures together. The 
finished dishes were enjoyed by everyone, with many of our Spanish visitors 
pleasantly surprised by just how tasty traditional British cooking can be.    continued



Wednesday saw students head outdoors for a day of forest skills and fire lighting 
activities. They learned practical outdoor skills, including navigation, team work, fire 
lighting, and shelter building. 
No cultural exchange would be complete without introducing our visitors to some 
classic British snacks. As a final activity before saying goodbye, our students 
challenged their Spanish friends to sample a range of traditional British favourites, 
including Jaffa Cakes, Marmite, Jelly Babies, Custard Creams and other familiar 
treats. Unsurprisingly, opinions on Marmite were divided, with the famous "love it or 
hate it" slogan proving just as accurate in Spain as it is in Britain! The laughter and 
reactions made for a fitting finale to an incredible week.
Although saying goodbye on Wednesday was emotional, the friendships formed 
over the past six days made the farewells even more meaningful. Many students 
have already promised to stay in touch.
International exchanges like this are about so much more than travel. They build 
confidence, improve communication skills, broaden cultural understanding and 
create lifelong memories. Our partnership with IES Punta del Verde continues to go 
from strength to strength, and we are incredibly proud of every Sharples student 
who represented the school with such enthusiasm, kindness and maturity 
throughout the visit.
We would like to thank the staff, students and families from IES Punta del Verde for 
making this year's exchange such a wonderful success. We wish them a safe 
journey home and look forward to welcoming them back to Sharples next year.



Order in the Court! Year 8 Investigate Justice and Milkshakes in Manchester
Our Year 8 students recently traded their classroom desks for a day of historical drama 
and legal debate on an exciting Citizenship trip to the Manchester Police Museum. 
The trip offered a fascinating, hands-on look at the history of law, order, and social 
change.
Step Back in Time: The Museum Tour
The day began with an 
immersive tour of the 
museum, which is 
housed in a genuine 
Victorian police station. 
Students got a firsthand 
look at:
The Victorian Cells: 
Experiencing what it was 
like to be locked up in 
the 1890s (thankfully, 
everyone was let out!).
Historic Galleries: 
Exploring vintage police 
uniforms, equipment, 
and transport, tracing 
how law enforcement 
has evolved over the 
generations.
The Verdict Is In: The Emmeline Pankhurst Mock Trial
The absolute highlight of the day was a thrilling mock trial held in the museum’s 
authentic, preserved courtroom. Putting their citizenship skills to the test, students took 
on the roles of magistrates, lawyers, witnesses, and jurors to try Manchester’s own 
iconic suffragette leader, Emmeline Pankhurst.
The debate was fierce, the arguments were sharp, and our Year 8s showed an 
impressive understanding of the fight for women's right to vote.
A Sweet Finish at Archie’s
After a busy morning of delivering verdicts and exploring history, it was time for a well-
deserved reward. The group headed over to Archie’s Diner to round off the day. Over a 
delicious spread of burgers, fries, and their legendary milkshakes, students debated 
whether the "jury's decision" in the mock trial was the right one.
Our Year 8s represented the school brilliantly, showing fantastic curiosity, impeccable 
manners, and excellent debate skills throughout the day.



Former Sharples Head Girl speaks at World Nuclear Summit by Rowan E

A couple of weeks ago, I had the privilege of being invited to speak at the World 
Nuclear University’s Summer Institute programme in Lyon and engage with a 
talented group of participants from across the globe.
As part of a day dedicated to security, I delivered a presentation on cybersecurity 
and its growing relevance beyond traditional IT environments. One of my key topics 
was recognising that cyber incidents can have real-world consequences. Using the 
TRISIS case study, we explored how cyber attacks could have the potential to 
cause significant operational and safety impacts. 
The session also examined practical approaches to managing cyber risk and the 
important role leadership behaviours play in shaping cyber culture.
I was also pleased to take part in a panel discussion alongside the other speakers 
of the day. The fellows brought some incredibly thoughtful questions, and it was 
encouraging to see open debate on a range of important security topics.
In addition, I participated in working group sessions focused on insider threat case 
studies. These conversations generated valuable insights, with participants sharing 
different perspectives and exploring how decision-making and organisational 
culture can influence cyber outcomes.
The quality of discussion throughout the day was truly exceptional! 
Thank you to the World Nuclear University for the opportunity to contribute. It was 
an honour to share my experiences, meet professionals from around the world, and 
make connections across a wide range of backgrounds and disciplines.
Thanks you also to the other speakers of the day Pierre Legoux, Alexander Choren 
CPP, PSP, Scott Shrum - it was a pleasure to meet you and present alongside you.



Double Success for Year 9 at the Physics Olympics

Our Year 9 physicists enjoyed a brilliant day of competition at the Physics Olympics 
at Bolton School, where eight pupils represented the school across two teams: 
Team Newton and Team Moore.
The pupils performed exceptionally well across a range of challenging events 
designed to test their scientific thinking, teamwork and problem-solving skills. Team 
Newton achieved 1st place in Jelly Baby Towers and the Fermi Quiz, as well as 3rd 
place in Rainbow Babies. Team Moore also enjoyed success, securing 1st place in 
the Sink Swim event.
It was a fantastic day of physics, problem-solving and teamwork, made even better 
by an incredible set of results. Team Moore finished in an impressive 2nd place 
overall, while Team Newton were crowned overall champions. A huge well done to 
all eight pupils, who represented the school brilliantly and showed real enthusiasm, 
determination and creativity throughout the competition.



• 

Ex-pupil Hader aims to inspire future performers
On Wednesday morning ex-pupil Hader Ahmed returned to 
Sharples to deliver an inspirational talk about what it is 
really like as a performer in the current work climate to our 
future year 9 performers. Hader spoke about his journey 
into the industry which started as a drama student at 
Sharples a few years ago. Since leaving Hader has joined a 
performance company where he has performed regularly on 
stages across the North West and has recently taken the 
leap to write and direct his own stage play called "The 
Endless Boy".
Speaking after the presentation Hader said "Whether you 
want to be on stage or behind the scenes, the skills you 
build now—confidence, imagination, and teamwork—will 
take you anywhere.  I sat in these same classrooms at 
Sharples not long ago. The path from student to 
professional involves constant learning and networking. It's 
about taking the skills you learn in Drama and English and 
applying them to a professional environment where missing 
a cue or forgetting a line has real-world consequences.  
Remember, your journey can start right here at Sharples. 
Stay curious, keep creating, and don't be afraid to voice 
your original ideas. The industry needs your unique 
perspective!"

English Department’s Stars of the Week
Work of the Week
Year 7
Mohammad D for his lovely article on his Sharples Hero: Mr Haslam. Click here to 
view the work.
Year 8
Qayyim H for his lovely analysis on structure in poetry. Click here to view the work.
Year 9
Nabiha F for her independent analysis in poetry. Click here to view the work.
Year 10
Khadĳah I P - Excellent annotations for the poem Disabled. Click here to view the 
work.

https://www.sharplesschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/ArticleEnglishWOTWT3BW4Y7June026a.jpeg
https://www.sharplesschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/ArticleEnglishWOTWT3BW4Y7June026a.jpeg
https://www.sharplesschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/ArticleEnglishWOTWT3BW4Y8June026a.jpg
https://www.sharplesschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/ArticleEnglishWOTWT3BW49June026a-scaled.jpg
https://www.sharplesschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/ArticleEnglishWOTWT3BW4Y10June026a.pdf
https://www.sharplesschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/ArticleEnglishWOTWT3BW4Y10June026a.pdf


Maths World Cup Flag Symmetry Optional Homework

The maths department are really impressed with the creativity and maths skills 
shown by our pupils. The deadline for entries is Monday 13th July if you would like 
to be involved and gain some extra reward points.



Bolton Schools Athletics Championships 2025/26

Years 7–10 proudly represented the school at the Bolton Athletics Championships 
held at Leverhulme Park last week. Years 9 and 10 competed on Wednesday, with 
Years 7 and 8 taking part on Friday.
In preparation for the championships, students have spent the past month 
competing in a variety of athletic events during PE lessons. The highest-performing 
athletes in each year group were then selected to attend after-school training 
sessions and earn the opportunity to represent the school at this prestigious 
borough-wide event.
Every student who competed demonstrated outstanding commitment, 
determination and resilience throughout the competition, performing admirably 
against some of the strongest athletes in Bolton. Their positive attitude and 
sportsmanship were a credit to both themselves and the school.
Among the many excellent performances, some of the standout achievements from 
the championships included: 
Year 8: 
Olivia C 1st in Javelin and Long Jump
Oliver H 3rd in 1500m      ...continued on the next page



Year 9: 
Isa A 1st in the 300m and a new school record 41.56s
Charley M 2nd place in the Long jump and 3rd in the 800m
Asia A 3rd in shot putt
Jason A 3rd place in the Shot Putt
Scarlett SR 3rd in the 1500m

Year 10: 
Oliver B 3rd Long jump and 2nd place in the Triple jump
Jaicob L 2nd in Shot Putt
Jayden O : 3rd Discus 1st place Javelin



Attendance Information
Reporting an absence:
If your child is too ill to attend school, please contact the school 
before 9.30am with full details of your child’s illness/symptoms. The 
attendance email is the easiest way to contact school as the phone 
line can get very busy.
The school attendance email is: attendance@sharplesschool.co.uk
If we are unable to make contact and you do not provide a reason for 
your child’s absence, this absence will be recorded as unauthorised.

Attendance Data

135 pupils have achieved 100% this academic year

Year Groups attendance this 
week:

7 = 94.95%
8 = 95.14%
9 = 91.24%

10 = 94.99%
11 = 100%

Best forms this week: 
7Ples1 = 99.15%
8Shar4 = 99.53%
9Ples1 = 97.33%

10Shar3 =  98.26%
11Ples1, 11Ples2, 11Ples3, 
11Ples4, 11Ples5, 11Shar1, 
11Shar2, 11Shar3, 11Shar4, 

11Shar5 = 100%

Dates for your Diary
Exams ongoing
Tuesday 30th June
Royal Horticultural 
Society interviews and 
filming
Wednesday 1st July:
New Intake Day 1
Thursday 2nd July:
New Intake Day 2
Thursday 2nd July: 
Parent Forum (4:30 – 
5:30pm)
Thursday 2nd July: 
New Intake Evening 
(6:00 – 7:00pm)
Friday 3rd July: 
Summer Fayre
(3:15 – 5:30pm)















Any students interested need to email 

Sarah Seed the project Coordinator:

Sarah.Seed@bolton.gov.uk






