
Geology Club: Bringing Earth Science to Life

Pupils in Geology Club have been getting stuck into a series of exciting practical 
investigations designed to bring Earth science to life. Through creative 
experiments, teamwork and a lot of curiosity, students have explored some of the 
biggest questions about our planet in fun and memorable ways.
One of the most popular activities involved investigating viscosity using everyday 
foods such as Nutella. Pupils compared how different substances flowed and 
discussed how this links to real geological materials like lava. This led perfectly into 
our explosive “party popper volcanoes” experiment, where students explored how 
pressure builds beneath volcanoes before an eruption occurs.
The club has also explored natural disasters. Using a specially designed “tsunami 
tank,” pupils created miniature waves to investigate how tsunamis form and why 
they can become so destructive when they reach the coastline. Students were 
fascinated to see how wave energy changes as water becomes shallower.
Environmental science has also played an important role in the club. In an activity 
based on sustainable fishing, pupils used rice to model fish populations and quickly 
discovered how overfishing can damage ecosystems. This sparked excellent 
discussions about conservation and how scientists work to protect our oceans for 
the future.        ... continued on the next page
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Space science even made an appearance through a delicious investigation into the 
phases of the Moon using Jaffa Cakes (pictured on the previous page). By carefully 
eating sections of the chocolate topping, pupils recreated the lunar cycle while 
learning why the Moon appears to change shape throughout the month.
The club has also allowed students to become real-life palaeontologists. Pupils 
examined fossils under microscopes, identified different fossil specimens and even 
explored how fossils can become deformed over millions of years by heat and 
pressure within the Earth’s crust. Looking at tiny microfossils under the microscope 
gave students an insight into how scientists use evidence from the past to 
understand ancient environments and climate change.
Another memorable challenge asked pupils to investigate which chocolate bar 
allowed bubbles to pass through most easily in order to model porosity and 
permeability in rocks. This hands-on experiment helped explain how water, oil and 
gas move underground through different rock layers.
In one particularly thought-provoking investigation, students explored whether 
human breath could make the ocean more acidic. By blowing through straws into 
water indicators (see above), they demonstrated how carbon dioxide dissolves in 
water and contributes to ocean acidification - linking directly to current 
environmental issues and climate change.
The enthusiasm, creativity and scientific thinking shown by all pupils involved has 
been fantastic. Geology Club continues to give students the opportunity to 
investigate real-world geological processes in exciting and interactive ways, proving 
that science can be both educational and enormous fun.



Speak up for the environment: A Speech by Coby S
After some brilliant work on climate change in Year 7, Coby Stuart has written the 
following speech: 
Have you ever smelt air, fresh and not diluted with so much carbon dioxide and 
smoke it makes you sick? Have you ever watched a program about animals and it's 
all positive? Have you ever seen a place where there is wildlife everywhere and no 
humans wrecking it? Hopefully your answer is yes, but that is why I am here today, 
to speak up. Some people call me The Lorax because I speak for the trees. 
I am here today to address the problem of climate change. Some may think it was 
unexpected or came out of the blue, but they are wrong. Since the 1820s scientists 
have known about climate change but did they do anything about it? No! As the 
generation that is going to be affected the most by it, we need to stand up to it! You 
may be wondering what the greenhouse effect is, well don’t worry I’ll tell you. The 
greenhouse effect is where gases (known as greenhouse gases) like carbon 
dioxide and methane trap heat in the atmosphere by reflecting the sun's rays back 
to Earth and not letting much of it back into space. This effect is causing major ice 
glaciers to melt. This ice melting is causing sea levels to rise rapidly, flooding 
coastal areas across the world! It is causing wild fires across the globe, destroying 
homes and habitats. Speaking of animals, the sudden rise in temperature has really 
affected them, even certain animals equipped for heat haven't survived. This rise in 
temperature is putting animals to extinction. We need to make a change! 
What can you do?
Hopefully, after listening to me, you are inspired to make a change. Not for us but 
for our kids, our grandkids and generations to come! So if you can, I have a few 
points that could really make a difference.
• Try and use less electricity when possible
• Alter your diets to consume less red meat
• Use more public transport
• Have solar panels or electric cars 
• Try and use nature to help with everyday life (instead of using dryer, put clothes 

outside)
• Vote for parties like the green party
• Most importantly, spread awareness.
If we don’t start now there might not be a tomorrow!
Thank you,
Coby S



PwC Visits Sharples

Year 8 maths students were very fortunate to be visited by employees of PwC in 
Manchester to help develop their essential employability skills.  This interactive 
session helped pupils explore the value of teamwork and developed their listening 
skills through interactive, game-based challenges. It built awareness of team 
dynamics and effective communication strategies, preparing pupils for collaborative 
environments. Thank you to Jubril and Jack for visiting us!



English Department’s Stars of the Week

Work of the Week
Year 7
Harry D for always working hard and completing every task in the booklet. Click 
here to view the work.
Year 8
Isabell G for her speech on gender inequality. Click here to view the work.
Year 9
Keyaan S for a wonderful submission for the 'I Have a Dream' competition. Click 
here to view the work.
Year 10
Kareemah M for well presented poetry annotations. Click here to view the work.
Year 11
Olivia T for her excellent revision in preparation for her GCSE exam on A Christmas 
Carol. Click here to view the work.

Readers of the Week
Year 7
Obadah R for always volunteering to read out loud and contributing to class 
reading.
Year 8
Archie L for his brilliant reading during the final scenes of Macbeth.
Year 9
Ahmed G for always being willing to read his answers every lesson.
Year 10
Hayden R for reading Romeo and Juliet.
Year 11
Hassan R for always being willing to share his written responses in class.
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Flag Football Tournament!

On Monday, a group of Y9 students took part in an exciting introductory flag football 
festival, where they were introduced to this brand new Olympic sport. The girls 
learned more about the game, developed new skills, and finished the afternoon with 
a competitive tournament. It was a fantastic event and the students enjoyed it so 
much that a new flag football club will be launching for the summer term. We have 
also entered the flag football league for next year!



KS4 Rounders vs Ladybridge

The KS4 rounders season got off to a brilliant start on Wednesday with a league 
fixture against Ladybridge. It was a closely contested match from start to finish, but 
the team held their nerve in the final stages to secure an 86–73 victory. Well done, 
girls!



Rounders vs Smithills & BMGS

Following a winning Wednesday for our KS4 rounders team, the girls carried their 
momentum into Thursday evening’s triangular fixture against Smithills and BMGS. A 
superb batting display set the tone early on, proving too strong for either opposition to 
overcome. KS4 secured a 77–49 victory against Smithills, followed by an impressive 
93–41 win over BMGS. KS3 followed suit with equally strong performances, recording 
a convincing 84–41 win against Smithills and a 74–49 victory over BMGS. A fantastic 
week of rounders all round for our girls!

Attendance update
At Sharples, we firmly believe that regular school attendance is vital for your child's 
growth, not just academically, but also socially and emotionally. It's in the classroom 
where friendships are forged, ideas are exchanged, and lifelong skills are honed. 
Every day missed represents a missed opportunity for your child to engage with their 
peers, teachers, and the diverse learning experiences we offer.
We're committed to fostering a culture of consistent attendance, ensuring that your 
child has every opportunity to thrive. Through our school system ‘Attend’, we will be 
monitoring attendance closely and communicate attendance news regularly.
Messages from Attend will appear separately from our main school communication 
system so please do look out for these texts and emails and acknowledge their 
receipt.
We understand that life can sometimes throw unexpected challenges, and there may 
be barriers to regular attendance. If you haven’t already, please get in touch with us to 
see how we can provide support.
Your role as parents and carers is paramount in ensuring that your child arrives at 
school each day, ready to learn and grow. Should your child be unable to attend for 
any reason, we request that you notify us promptly by contacting our dedicated 
attendance team via attendance@sharplesschool.co.uk.
Thank you for your continued support



Attendance Information
Reporting an absence:
If your child is too ill to attend school, please contact the school 
before 9.30am with full details of your child’s illness/symptoms. The 
attendance email is the easiest way to contact school as the phone 
line can get very busy.
The school attendance email is: attendance@sharplesschool.co.uk
If we are unable to make contact and you do not provide a reason for 
your child’s absence, this absence will be recorded as unauthorised.

Attendance Data

154 pupils have achieved 100% this academic year

Year Groups attendance this week:
7 = 93.93%
8 = 96.50%
9 = 93.98%

10 = 93.79%
11 = 95.40%

Best forms this week: 
7Ples1 = 99.15%
8Ples1 = 100%

9Shar5 = 98.33%
10Ples4 =  96.98%
11Ples2 = 98.87%

Dates for your Diary
GCSE Exams ongoing
Monday 25th May to 
Friday 29th May:
Half Term
Monday 1st June: Y9 
MMA enrichment 
course (1:30 – 3:15)
Tuesday 2nd June: 
Vaccinations (SLB) -
Y10 (9:30am – 
2:30pm)
Wednesday 3rd June: 
BSFC Post 16 art 
workshop (2:25 – 
5:30pm)
Thursday 4th June: Y9 
Yorkshire Sculpture 
Park (GCSE option 
students / Aspire 
students)


































