
Bacc PGL Trip

On Friday afternoon, nearly 60 Y7 & Y8 students set off to take part in an outdoor 
activity weekend at PGL, Boreatton Park. As soon as we arrived, bags were 
dropped off in rooms and pupils were straight out taking part in their first activity. 
Students got to take part in a carousel of activities including: canoeing, axe 
throwing, rock climbing, trapeze and the giant swing to name a few! Students were 
able to implement the skills they have been developing through their participation in 
the Sharples Baccalaureate programme, while also further enhancing key areas 
such as communication, leadership and teamwork during the trip. It was brilliant to 
see these skills in action. A great weekend, well done to all students involved!
See the next page of the newsletter for more pictures.

Issue 553
24th April 2026



Bacc PGL Trip



Year 10 Speak Out Challenge

Last week, our Year 10 students traded their notebooks for microphones as they 
took part in the Speak Out Challenge workshop. Led by an expert trainer from the 
Speakers Trust, the day was a high-energy dive into the world of public speaking, 
designed to turn students into confident communicators.
The morning kicked off with a series of interactive oracy games and activities 
designed to shake off the nerves and build foundational skills. Students explored 
the essential mechanics of delivery, focusing on how body language can be used to 
own a stage and how vocal variety keeps an audience engaged. Through rapid-fire 
debates and collaborative tasks, the trainer pushed the group out of their comfort 
zones, teaching them how to structure persuasive arguments and use their voices 
as a tool for influence.
The workshop culminated in a powerful showcase session during the final hour. 
Every student stepped up to the front to deliver a short speech on a topic of their 
choice. The knowledge and articulation of ideas were brilliant from all the students 
involved. In an increasingly digital world, the ability to speak clearly and with 
conviction is more important than ever.



University of Liverpool Maths Challenge

Over February half term pupils from years 7-10 were given the chance to complete 
a challenge set from the University of Liverpool. The challenge consisted of a series 
of difficult problem solving questions that took a significant amount of time to work 
through. With over 1200 entries in total we are proud to announce that Rayan Z 
received Best in School for Challenge '26 and Benedict L received Best in School 
for Senior Challenge '26. A special mention must also go to Benedict for being 
awarded a certificate of merit and an invitation to the prize giving ceremony at the 
University of Liverpool in May for his excellent entry.

Year 10 Student has Article Published
Year 10 Citizenship pupil, Fatima I, has had an article printed in The Day.
We are incredibly proud of her and her article - click the link below to read it.
https://theday.co.uk/student-voices/we-need-to-embrace-the-joy-of-missing-out/

https://theday.co.uk/student-voices/we-need-to-embrace-the-joy-of-missing-out/


English Department’s Stars of the Week

Work of the Week
Year 7
Noah C for his lovely anthem inspired by Animal Farm. Click here to view the work.
Year 8
Avyukt N for fabulous annotations in poetry. Click here to view the work.
Year 9
Malaikah R for a fantastic poetry analysis on the theme of race. Click here to view 
the work.
Year 10
Benedict L for his great poetry essay. Click here to view the work.
Year 11
Summer S for her excellent essay on the Cratchit family. Click here to view the 
work.

Readers of the Week
Year 7
Joey A for always volunteering to read aloud.
Year 8
Ariana P for her outstanding enthusiasm in visiting every Year 8 class to personally 
invite students to the term’s most prestigious event: Shakespeare’s Birthday 
Banquet!
Year 9
Subhan K for always reading with intonation and clarity.
Year 10
Hayden R for his brilliant speech in the Speak Out workshop!
Year 11
Khalid P for reading out fluently all the time.

https://www.sharplesschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/ArticleEnglishWOTWT3AW2Y7Apr2026a.jpg
https://www.sharplesschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/ArticleEnglishWOTWT3AW2Y8Apr2026a.jpeg
https://www.sharplesschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/ArticleEnglishWOTWT3AW2Y9Apr2026a.jpeg
https://www.sharplesschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/ArticleEnglishWOTWT3AW2Y9Apr2026a.jpeg
https://www.sharplesschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/ArticleEnglishWOTWT3AW2Y10Apr2026a.pdf
https://www.sharplesschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/ArticleEnglishWOTWT3AW2Y11Apr2026a.jpeg
https://www.sharplesschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/ArticleEnglishWOTWT3AW2Y11Apr2026a.jpeg


Science Spotlight: Assessment & Achievement
It has been an incredibly busy and productive week in the Science Department! Our 
Year 8 students have officially wrapped up their latest assessments, showing great 
focus throughout. Meanwhile, Year 7 are in the thick of their revision, sharpening 
their skills and preparing diligently for their upcoming tests.
For our upper school, Year 10 students and parents should check their inboxes, as 
important details regarding assessment schedules and topics have now been 
emailed home. Finally, a huge "well done" to Year 11, who are demonstrating 
fantastic commitment and a mature approach as they enter the final stretch of their 
GCSE preparations. Keep up the brilliant work, everyone!

Year 9 Badminton

Our Year 9 girls took to the court on Wednesday afternoon for their first ever 
badminton fixture against Ladybridge. While the team did not secure the win, it was 
a commendable effort for their first competitive game!
Well done, girls.



Year 9 Enrichment: MMA Course

A number of selected Year 9 boys began their 6 week MMA journey on Monday, as 
the group have been invited to not only visit an MMA gym in Bury, but go and train 
for the next 6 weeks.
The lads showed excellent levels of engagement and represented Sharples 
positively. For most lads this was their first taste of mixed martial arts and they were 
superb. The group will work on developing their skills whilst gaining valuable life 
lessons and further enhancing their character.
Great work boys!



Another fantastic season for Sol!

Sol has been in great form for the school basketball team this season and he 
continues to excel outside of school. Sol's team Horwich Locos have won the 
double, winning the league and then the cup last weekend. He has been ranked as 
top scorer this season scoring 245 points and averaged just over 20 points a game.



Year 7 out of the Cup

Year 7 were looking to continue their impressive first season with a place in the final 
of the plate Bolton Cup. Sharples travelled to Canon Slade in the semi final but it 
proved to be a step too far for them with Canon Slade comfortable winners on the 
day. Sharples were always in the game during the first half and had a number of 
chances but missed opportunities at key moments. Joe G was excellent throughout 
and led by example.



Attendance Information
Reporting an absence:
If your child is too ill to attend school, please contact the school 
before 9.30am with full details of your child’s illness/symptoms. The 
attendance email is the easiest way to contact school as the phone 
line can get very busy.
The school attendance email is: attendance@sharplesschool.co.uk
If we are unable to make contact and you do not provide a reason for 
your child’s absence, this absence will be recorded as unauthorised.

Attendance Data

173 pupils have achieved 100% this academic year

Year Groups attendance this week:
7 = 95.96%
8 = 97.31%
9 = 95.18%

10 = 94.74%
11 = 93.49%

Best forms this week: 
7Ples2 & 7Shar1 = 100%
8Ples2 & 8Shar1 = 100%

9Shar1 = 98.62%
10Ples1 =  99.62%
11Shar5 = 99.21%

Dates for your Diary
Saturday 25th April: 
Bronze Dof E Training 
Walk (Saturday 
morning)

Tuesday 28th April: 
Creative workshop for 
Y10 (9:00 – 11:00am)

Tuesday 28th April: 
Year 8 fieldwork day - 
full Year group
(9:15am – 3:15pm)

Wednesday 29th April: 
Windermere trip

Thursday 30th April: 
Year 10 Sixth form 
Bolton - Future 
Honours - Lancaster 
University Trip
(8:45am – 4:00pm)






























