
Sharples Shoeboxes are on their way! 
The following article has been provided by John 
Shepley, our Chair of Trustees at Sharples.
I went up to our Rotary depot / warehouse in 
Royton which is the main collection point for all our 
Shoebox donations from all across the UK. (We 
can hold up to 20,000 Shoeboxes at any one time 
in the depot) We then hold them in the warehouse 
until we have a sufficient number to send abroad. 
Yesterday we loaded up a sea bound container to 
send out to our Rotary friends in Moldova. You can 
let the students know that their very own boxes 
were included in today’s consignment!!!
• Shoeboxes taken from Sharples and delivered to 

the depot in Royton. Held there pending loading 
today.

• We loaded 11,700 Shoeboxes into a sea 
container yesterday. Pretty hard work but 
satisfying when completed. Final destination 
Rotary Clubs in Chisinau, Moldova.

• On the 6th the container will be transported by road to the main Rail Head Container 
Depot at Trafford Park Manchester. There it will be loaded onto a train.

• On the 7th the container will be transported by train down to Felixstowe where it will 
be loaded onto a container ship bound for Constanta, Romania. When sending to 
Moldova we always used to sail to Odessa as it was then a relatively short road 
journey across the border into Moldova. However, since the war in Ukraine that’s no 
longer possible. Hence we have to use Constanta in Romania although that means 
a longer road journey from Constanta to Chisinau.

• The ship is due to leave Felixstowe on Tuesday 10th. The sea journey via the straits 
of Gibraltar, across the Med and then into the Black Sea can take nearly two 
weeks. The sail is apparently 3288 nautical miles.

• Once the container is unloaded at Constanta we have a 300 mile road journey to the 
final destination of Chisinau.

• From here the Shoeboxes are handed to our Rotarian friends and colleagues who 
ensure distribution to those in most need. 

So there we are Sharples to Chisinau and thanks from Rotary to all those students 
who contributed to this project. Well done for making that effort and they can be sure it 
will make a real difference to the families in Moldova.
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Year 8 Careers Fair Inspires Future Aspirations

As part of National Careers Week, Sharples School was delighted to host its Year 8 
Careers Fair, welcoming students, parents and carers to an inspiring event focused 
on exploring future opportunities.
The event brought together over 20 employers, colleges and organisations from 
across Greater Manchester, giving students the chance to learn about a wide range 
of career pathways and industries.
Students and families had the opportunity to speak directly with representatives 
from sectors including engineering, healthcare, finance, construction, education, 
public services and the armed forces. Colleges and training providers were also 
present to explain the different routes available after school, including A Levels, 
vocational qualifications and apprenticeships.
Organisations attending the event included Runshaw College, Bolton Sixth Form 
College, Salford College, Bury College, Wigan & Leigh College, Alliance Learning, 
MBDA, NatWest, Greater Manchester Police, the Royal Air Force, Laing O’Rourke, 
SUEZ and Bolton Wanderers in the Community, among many others.
..continued on next page



The evening also provided parents and carers with valuable information about the 
local labour market across Bolton and Greater Manchester, highlighting key growth 
sectors such as healthcare, engineering, digital technology, construction and 
financial services.
At Sharples School, careers education plays an important role in helping students 
develop the knowledge, skills and confidence needed to make informed decisions 
about their future. Events such as the Careers Fair form part of a wider careers 
programme that supports students throughout their time in school.
Students begin exploring the world of work in Year 7, before developing their 
understanding of career pathways in Year 8 and Year 9, including the important 
decisions they will make during the GCSE options process. In Year 10, students 
take part in work experience placements, while Year 11 students receive guidance 
and support with their post-16 applications.
The Year 8 Careers Fair was a fantastic opportunity for students to broaden their 
horizons and begin thinking about the many exciting opportunities that may lie 
ahead.
Sharples School would like to thank all the employers, organisations and education 
providers who generously gave their time to support the event and inspire the next 
generation.



STEM Workshop

On Friday 27th January, the Computing department selected Year 7, 8 and 9 
aspiring students to take part in an inspiring STEM workshop delivered by a EKO 
Stem Ambassador. The session focused on Engagement, Knowledge and 
Opportunities (EKO), helping students to build confidence, develop creativity and 
gain a clearer understanding of future pathways within STEM.
The workshop began by exploring what Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics (STEM) truly means. Students were challenged to identify examples 
of STEM in their immediate environment, quickly realising how deeply embedded 
STEM is in everyday life — from the design of the classroom to the technology they 
use daily.
Students explored the vast range of opportunities available, discovering that there 
are over 100 different career roles linked to STEM industries. Through a matching 
activity, they connected job titles with descriptions and sorted them into STEM 
categories, broadening their awareness of roles they may not have previously 
considered.         ... continued on next page



Careers in areas such as cybersecurity, engineering, data analysis and software 
development generated particular interest, highlighting how important digital and 
problem-solving skills are in today’s workforce.
A standout moment of the session was the STEM Career Project role-play 
challenge. Working collaboratively in teams, students were assigned specific roles 
within a company and tasked with designing a product to solve a real-world 
problem. Each group produced a design, completed a planning sheet and 
presented their solution to the room. Project leaders explained how each team 
member contributed, demonstrating strong collaboration, communication, critical 
thinking and creativity — key attributes for success in STEM careers.
By the end of the workshop, students revisited their initial responses and many 
showed increased confidence in their understanding of STEM. Feedback indicated 
that students found the activities engaging and informative, with many expressing 
interest in participating in future STEM events.
The workshop was a fantastic opportunity to raise aspirations and reinforce the 
message that STEM is for everyone. We look forward to building on this momentum 
with further STEM initiatives throughout the year.

February Scientist of the Month
Massive congratulations to the 4 winners of last month's Scientists of the Month.

Year 7 - Rayyan P - Always answering with enthusiasm and applying scientific 
knowledge!
Year 8 - Nadia K - Completed an incredible presentation on marine biology!
Year 9 - Kevin K - Fantastic understanding of genetics and a great attitude to 
learning.
Year 10 - Lorna S - Working consistently every single lesson. 

Nominees - Leo B, Mattia P, Charlie McC, Maryam A, Tasha A, Adonis L, Aisha A, 
Daniyal D, Mary H, Dixon H, Halimah A, Orla A, Umar D, Ayaan V, Lolita L, Mariyah 
P, Lewis M, Mason R, Jack D, Arfa A, William D, Miski AA, Fatima I, Zahir E, Dua R, 
Dyla R and Amelia TM. 

Well done for all your hard work and efforts!



Fact-Finding and Fiction

What do a scientist and Sherlock Holmes have in common? They both follow the 
evidence! For World Book Day, our staff celebrated the world’s most famous 
consulting detective. We explored how Holmes' analytical mind mirrors the scientific 
process—reminding us all that every great discovery starts with a curious mind and 
a very close look at the details.



Maths World Book Day

The maths department had great fun celebrating World Book Day this year. As our 
Year 7 students arrived for their maths lesson at Hogwarts, they were set a magical 
challenge: helping Professor Snape by calculating the ingredients needed for his 
enchanted potions!
Using their maths skills, students worked through a series of problems to determine 
the correct quantities for each potion.  
A great effort from all involved and a fun way to combine maths with World Book 
Day.



English Department’s Stars of the Week

Work of the Week
Year 7
Emma L for her excellent speech from the perspective of a hero. Click here to view 
the work.
Year 8
Aamira V for her creative sonnet inspired by the New York City skyline. Click here 
to view the work.
Year 9
Jason A for his wonderful World Book Day activity. Click here to view the work.
Year 10
Humairah P for an excellent response to Paper 2, Question 2 and responding well 
to feedback. Click here to view the work.
Year 11
Kiah R for a brilliant Romeo and Juliet essay. Click here to view the work.

Readers of the Week
Year 7
Connie S for her dramatic reading of Animal Farm.
Year 8
Aarav P for reading aloud the world book day extract.
Year 9
Ashwin K for loud and clear reading and inferring meanings.
Year 10
Tia S for always reading with fluency!
Year 11
Maya A for regularly contributing insightful responses that enrich class discussions.

https://www.sharplesschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/ArticleEnglishWOTWT2BW8Y7Mar2026a.pdf
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Maths Calculated Colouring Club

We have had a fantastic turnout this week at the Maths Calculated Colouring Club. 
Students can choose a different puzzle to complete each week and enjoy some 
problem solving in a relaxed environment.
If you are interested in joining, come along to G16 on Thursday lunchtime.

Year 9 Sports Leaders
Our Year 9 Sports Leaders were absolutely fantastic at the FA COMET event held 
at Bolton Arena on Wednesday. They confidently led a range of football activity 
stations for pupils from 18 primary schools, demonstrating excellent leadership, 
organisation, and enthusiasm throughout the day. The girls acted as brilliant role 
models, supporting and encouraging the younger pupils while ensuring each 
activity ran smoothly. Staff from the visiting schools also commented on how well 
our students led the sessions!

See the next page for photos taken at the event.





Year 9 PE Careers Talk

It was fantastic to welcome back former student Jack Heggie this week to deliver a 
presentation and careers talk for Year 9 students who are going through the options 
process this term. Jack always had a real passion for sport and performed very well 
academically whilst studying at Sharples. Jack left Sharples and pursued his dream 
of working as a sports analyst and has had numerous roles including working for 
Everton FC, MUFC, the Nike Academy and his current role working for the leading 
sports analyst company Catapult. Jack was able to give a fascinating insight into 
the level of analysis used in Formula 1, NBA and was able to demonstrate how new 
software packages can be used to break down Premier League football matches. 
Along with providing a specific insight into the work of a sports analyst, he was able 
to share some key messages for students to help with their future decisions and 
careers. These included the importance of attention to detail, being proactive and 
gaining work experience, showing respect within the workplace, pursuing your 
passion, the importance of understanding software and data and the benefits of 
speaking an additional language when working with Global organisations.



Year 7 & Year 9 Netball vs Ladybridge

Our Year 7 and Year 9 netball teams were back in action on Wednesday evening 
against Ladybridge. Both teams produced excellent performances with Year 7 
securing an impressive 9–0 victory, while the Year 9 team followed with a fantastic 
16–1 win. A special mention goes to Alys M and Aasia A, who were both named 
Players of the Match for their performances.



Year 8 Boys Football Fixture

On Tuesday night our Year 8 boys travelled to St Catherines in a local fixture. The 
game got off to a fast paced start from the home side who managed to score twice 
within 5 minutes. This woke our lads up as we saw goals from Qayyim and Jack to 
level it up. Sharples started to play some really good football creating plenty of 
chances but we just could not find the net enough times. The home side capitalised 
on this and managed to hit the net 7 times. It was a great, high scoring contest that 
saw us narrowly miss out on victory with a 7-5 scoreline. Big shout out to our man 
of the match, Hamza, who was fantastic in the middle leading by example, even 
whilst fasting. Well done Sharples, we go again. #UpTheSharples



Year 9 Unlucky to Lose

Year 9 were back in action after a short winter break but the team have been 
training every week in preparation for the second half of the season. The squad 
played a couple of friendlies last term but understandably looked a bit rusty in the 
opening half against St Catherine's. Sharples struggled to create any real 
opportunities but Ollie M hit the crossbar from 30 yards out with a superb free kick. 
Sharples conceded with the last kick of the half and went into half time one goal 
down. Three substitutions were made at half time and Sharples put in a much 
better performance equalising with a header by Ollie M after a good delivery from 
Lucas. Sharples conceded on the counter attack but once again brought the scores 
level after an excellent goal by Lewis B who used his pace to get behind the 
defence. St Catherine's then scored a controversial goal to set up an exciting finish 
and despite creating a number of clear cut opportunities Sharples couldn't find 
another equaliser. A special mention to Hussain who played the whole game 
despite fasting all day and also did very well during the game.



Year 9 Netball Tournament

Our Year 9 netball team put in a valiant effort at the town tournament on Tuesday 
evening. Placed in a tough group, the team showed great determination throughout 
their matches. Although they did not progress to the next stage of the competition, 
their effort and commitment on court was excellent. Well done, girls!



Attendance Information
Reporting an absence:
If your child is too ill to attend school, please contact the school 
before 9.30am with full details of your child’s illness/symptoms. The 
attendance email is the easiest way to contact school as the phone 
line can get very busy.
The school attendance email is: attendance@sharplesschool.co.uk
If we are unable to make contact and you do not provide a reason for 
your child’s absence, this absence will be recorded as unauthorised.

Attendance Data

211 pupils have achieved 100% this academic year

Year Groups attendance this week:
7 = 96.54%
8 = 97.18%
9 = 94.28%

10 = 95.16%
11 = 93.51%

Best forms this week: 
7Ples1 = 100%

8Ples3 = 99.11%
9Shar5 = 98.94%

10Ples1 =  99.23%
11Ples1 = 98.22%

Dates for your Diary
Monday 9th March: 
Year 9 individual 
photos

Monday 9th/Tuesday 
10th March Year 11 
Mock Results Morning

Wednesday 11th 
March: Oxbridge 
Bound Day

Wednesday 11th 
March: Year 9 external 
speaker

Thursday 12th March: 
Poetry Workshop

Thursday 12th March: 
Year 10 Maths 
Challenge
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