
Year 9 Options Taster Sessions

Year 9 stepped up this week, diving into hands-on taster sessions for Triple Science 
and Animal Care. From high-stakes physics to hands-on biology, our students have 
been busy:
Brain Power: Mapping the complexities of the human mind.
Mission Control: Using wave triangulation to track a "nuclear test" site.
Eco-Detectives: Analyzing polluted water samples for environmental impact.
Animal Encounters: Getting to know the diverse residents of our Sharples School 
animal collection.
It’s been a fantastic week of discovery—well done to all our future scientists and 
animal experts!
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Sharples Gardening Club February Update

The Gardening Club students have been busy this month pruning and tidying our 
courtyard garden. Tasks involved pruning dead wood, sweeping leaves, with the 
waste being composted to be used in future to nourish the soil.
Students planted spring flowering bulbs in the past, which have now started to 
flower (snowdrops, crocus and daffodils).
This week our Year 7 members gave up their free time at lunch, collecting two large 
bags of litter from the pond area and allotment. We are so proud of how they 
embrace “The Sharples Way” in everything they do.

Sharples Radio - February Podcast
Click this link to listen to The Sharples Radio 
February Podcast, featuring an account of the Year 7 
'Sleep at the Deep" residential trip; an informative 
segment about Shrove Tuesday; a discussion about 
the origins of Valentine's Day; and Teacher Quick 
Fire Questions with Mr Elston.

https://www.sharplesschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/PodcastSharplesRadioPodcastFeb2026a.mp3
https://www.sharplesschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/PodcastSharplesRadioPodcastFeb2026a.mp3


Year 9 Statistics Taster and Careers Lesson

This week, all Year 9 students took part in an engaging statistics taster lesson. 
They explored a range of sampling methods, analysed real-world data, and 
discussed how statistics is applied in everyday situations. Students also gained an 
introduction to the GCSE Statistics course and learned about the wide variety of 
career pathways that studying statistics can support.



A published Sharples writer!
Jennah B 
(pictured right) 
in Year 8 found 
out this week 
that Young 
Writers have 
selected her 
work for 
publication  in 
their national 
anthology Ghost 
Stories – Creepy 
Tales. Her work 
was chosen as 
part of a national 
writing 
competition, and 
her story will be 
published in the 
forthcoming 
collection.
Her name and 
the school name 
will be 
mentioned at the 
bottom of her 
story and the 
book will be 
stored at the 
British Library 
national 
archives forever.
This is a 
fantastic 
achievement! 
Well done 
Jennah!



SEND Listening Ear
 SEND Listening Ear – Now Open for Self-Referral 

We understand that parenting a child with SEND can feel overwhelming at times.

The SEND Listening Ear service offers simple, one-to-one support for parents and 
carers. You will be matched with a volunteer who understands the SEND journey 
and the reality of what it can bring 

 Someone who will be there on the other end of the phone when you need to 
talk.

 Someone who understands the language, the systems, and the emotions.

 Someone you might meet for a brew and a chat from time to time.

It isn’t counselling.
It isn’t formal support.
It’s a safe space to offload, to feel heard, and to know you’re not alone.

Self-referrals are now open. No diagnosis needed, we know that's part of the battle! 

You can self refer through the form below and we will be in touch
https://reachfamilyproject.charitysuite.com/-/forms/u0jedexy

'Neighbours, supporting neighbours'

#Reachchhildrenandfamilies #Bolton #Support #community

https://reachfamilyproject.charitysuite.com/-/forms/u0jedexy


English Department’s Stars of the Week

Work of the Week
Year 7
Rowan S for his school anthem inspired by the anthem in Animal Farm. Click here 
to view the work.
Year 8
Aarav P for his news article on the death of King Duncan in Macbeth. Click here to 
view the work.
Year 9
Nabiha for her beautiful poetry analysis. Click here to view the work.
Year 10
Lucas K for working hard to improve his writing and producing a great final piece. 
Click here to view the work.
Year 1
Ismael I for his great start on his Mrs Birling essay. Click here to view the work.

Readers of the Week
Year 7
Adam D for volunteering to read an extract from Beowulf.
Year 8
Archie L for his confidence in reading.
Year 9
Kiylem B for playing the part of Eddie.
Year 10
Elise K for confidently reading their speech aloud to the class with clarity and 
expression.
Year 11
Hasaan R for always being willing to read and share his responses.

https://www.sharplesschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/ArticleEnglishWOTWT2BW6Y7Feb2026a.png
https://www.sharplesschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/ArticleEnglishWOTWT2BW6Y7Feb2026a.png
https://www.sharplesschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/ArticleEnglishWOTWT2BW6Y8Feb2026a.pdf
https://www.sharplesschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/ArticleEnglishWOTWT2BW6Y8Feb2026a.pdf
https://www.sharplesschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/ArticleEnglishWOTWT2BW6Y9Feb2026a.jpg
https://www.sharplesschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/ArticleEnglishWOTWT2BW6Y10Feb2026a.pdf
https://www.sharplesschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/ArticleEnglishWOTWT2BW6Y11Feb2026a.pdf


Battle of the Bands KS3 Rewards Concert



Girls Football Champions!

Sharples made history at the Bolton Town Football Tournament on Thursday 
evening, finishing the competition undefeated and being crowned champions for the 
first time ever! Our KS4 team delivered an outstanding performance, showing 
incredible hard work, teamwork and determination from the first whistle to the final 
match. A special mention goes to Scarlett S-R, who scored 4 goals on the night, 
and to Khadĳa V in Year 11, who scored an impressive 9 goals! The victory was 
made even more memorable as it marks Khadĳa’s final year at Sharples, making 
this historic win a fitting way to celebrate her contribution to the team over the 5 
years! Well done, girls!



Sharples Welcomes Back Former Student Irfan Kawri for a PE Options Talk

The PE department welcomed former student Irfan Kawri back to the school to 
speak to Year 9 about possible careers in sport and also share some important life 
lessons he has learnt from his career in sport. Key messages included resilience, 
character and the importance of body language.
Irfan has a background in Education (Teaching and Pastoral) Coaching, Mentoring 
and Coach Development. He has spent the last 16 years working in Football at Elite 
level, this includes the professional and semi – professional game. Irfan is a UEFA 
A license coach and has been an opposition scout for a number of Premier League 
and Championship first teams. He also currently trains Premier league referees on 
developing a deeper understanding of the game.



Premier League Inspires Event

Over the past six weeks, ten students have taken part in the Premier League 
Inspires social action programme delivered by Bolton Wanderers in the Community. 
Meeting once a week, the girls worked with representatives from the organisation to 
explore important issues within sport and learn how to build confidence and 
leadership skills.
Working in two teams, they spent several hours developing and refining their ideas 
before preparing a presentation to deliver to a panel of representatives from Bolton 
Wanderers F.C. and the Premier League at the Toughsheet Community Stadium. 
The presentations took place on Thursday, and all of the girls did an outstanding 
job pitching their projects with passion, confidence and professionalism. Although 
they did not progress to the next stage of the competition, they represented the 
school brilliantly and should be extremely proud of their efforts!



Riley Qualifies to Represent England in the WKKC Kickboxing 
Championships

Riley F in Year 8 recently competed at the WKKC English Championships. He 
reached the final, knocking out some very good fighters along the way. He then had 
to fight his experienced team mate in the final and was placed 2nd overall. The 
result means that Riley now qualifies to represent England at the World 
Championships later this year.



Tiny Dancer of the Year

Year 8 student Scarlett H was awarded the title of ‘Tiny Dancer of the Year’ at her 
Morris dancing group last weekend. See above for a picture of her receiving her 
award and below for the explanation of why.
Congratulations Scarlett - you deserve it.



Sports Leaders Training

Our Year 9 Sports Leaders took part in a training session delivered by the 
Lancashire Football Association on Monday. As part of the Game On leadership 
programme, the students have been preparing to lead a SEND Football Festival 
taking place next Wednesday. During the session, they developed their leadership 
skills and began planning a range of engaging activity stations that they will deliver 
to the students next week. The leaders are now busy finalising their ideas and are 
looking forward to running a fun and inclusive festival!



Attendance Information
Reporting an absence:
If your child is too ill to attend school, please contact the school 
before 9.30am with full details of your child’s illness/symptoms. The 
attendance email is the easiest way to contact school as the phone 
line can get very busy.
The school attendance email is: attendance@sharplesschool.co.uk
If we are unable to make contact and you do not provide a reason for 
your child’s absence, this absence will be recorded as unauthorised.

Attendance Data

214 pupils have achieved 100% this academic year

Year Groups attendance this week:
7 = 95.27%
8 = 94.75%
9 = 93.55%

10 = 93.83%
11 = 95.02%

Best forms this week: 
7Shar1 = 100%

8Shar3 = 98.15%
9Shar5 = 99.47%

10Ples1 =  99.62%
11Shar5 = 99.29%

Dates for your Diary
Tuesday 3rd March: 
Year 11 Runshaw 
College Application 
Interview

Wednesday 4th March: 
Careers Fair

Thursday 5th March: 
World Book day

Thursday 5th March: 
Year 9 options talk to 
students (P6)

Thursday 5th March: 
Year 9 options evening 
(3:15 – 5:15pm)

Friday 6th March: 
Sharples Iftar
(4:30 – 6:30pm)









https://www.educake.co.uk/parents-webinar-supporting-success-in-secondary-exams/




https://www.sharplesschool.co.uk/student-voice/


https://www.sharplesschool.co.uk/student-voice/



















