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Yéar 9 étepped upthis week, diving into hands-on taster sessions for Triple Sciebe
and Animal Care. From high-stakes physics to hands-on biology, our students have
been busy:

Brain Power: Mapping the complexities of the human mind.
Mission Control: Using wave triangulation to track a "nuclear test" site.

Eco-Detectives: Analyzing polluted water samples for environmental impact.

Animal Encounters: Getting to know the diverse residents of our Sharples School
animal collection.

I's been a fantastic week of discovery—well done to all our future scientists and
animal experts!
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The Gardening Club students have been busy this month pruning and tidying our
courtyard garden. Tasks involved pruning dead wood, sweeping leaves, with the
waste being composted to be used in future to nourish the soil.

Students planted spring flowering bulbs in the past, which have now started to
flower (snowdrops, crocus and daffodils).

This week our Year 7 members gave up their free time at lunch, collecting two large
bags of litter from the pond area and allotment. We are so proud of how they
embrace “The Sharples Way” in everything they do.

Sharples Radio - February Podcast

Click this link to listen to The Sharples Radio
February Podcast, featuring an account of the Year 7

'Sleep at the Deep" residential trip; an informative
segment about Shrove Tuesday; a discussion about
the origins of Valentine's Day; and Teacher Quick
Fire Questions with Mr Elston.

Sharples School, Hill Cot House, Hill Cot Rd. Bolton, BL1 8SN
Tel: 01204 333253 Fax: 01204 333250 www.SharplesSchool.co.uk.


https://www.sharplesschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/PodcastSharplesRadioPodcastFeb2026a.mp3
https://www.sharplesschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/PodcastSharplesRadioPodcastFeb2026a.mp3
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Year 9 Statistics Taster and Careers Lesson

This week, all Year 9 students took part in an engaging statistics taster lesson.
They explored a range of sampling methods, analysed real-world data, and
discussed how statistics is applied in everyday situations. Students also gained an
introduction to the GCSE Statistics course and learned about the wide variety of
career pathways that studying statistics can support.

Sharples School, Hill Cot House, Hill Cot Rd. Bolton, BL1 8SN
Tel: 01204 333253 Fax: 01204 333250 www.SharplesSchool.co.uk.
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A published Sharples writer!

Jennah B
(pictured right)
in Year 8 found
out this week
that Young
Writers have
selected her
work for
publication in
their national
anthology Ghost
Stories — Creepy
Tales. Her work
was chosen as
part of a national

writing
competition, and
her story will be
published in the
forthcoming
collection.

THE WHISPERING SHADDW ON BAR [ ANE
Her name and

the school name
will be
mentioned at the
bottom of her
story and the
book will be
stored at the
British Library
national
archives forever.

This is a
fantastic
achievement!

Well done
Jennah!

Sharples School, Hill Cot House, Hill Cot Rd. Bolton, BL1 8SN
Tel: 01204 333253 Fax: 01204 333250 www.SharplesSchool.co.uk.
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SEND Listening Ear
@ SEND Listening Ear — Now Open for Self-Referral @

We understand that parenting a child with SEND can feel overwhelming at times.

The SEND Listening Ear service offers simple, one-to-one support for parents and
carers. You will be matched with a volunteer who understands the SEND journey
and the reality of what it can bring &

B Someone who will be there on the other end of the phone when you need to
talk.

= Someone who understands the language, the systems, and the emotions.
® Someone you might meet for a brew and a chat from time to time.

It isn’t counselling.

It isn’t formal support.

It's a safe space to offload, to feel heard, and to know you’re not alone.

Self-referrals are now open. No diagnosis needed, we know that's part of the battle!

You can self refer through the form below and we will be in touch
https://reachfamilyproject.charitysuite.com/-/forms/uQjedexy

'Neighbours, supporting neighbours'

#Reachchhildrenandfamilies #Bolton #Support #community

Sharples School, Hill Cot House, Hill Cot Rd. Bolton, BL1 8SN
Tel: 01204 333253 Fax: 01204 333250 www.SharplesSchool.co.uk.



https://reachfamilyproject.charitysuite.com/-/forms/u0jedexy

. Sharples

Newsletter

English Department’s Stars of the Week

Work of the Week
Year 7

Rowan S for his school anthem inspired by the anthem in Animal Farm. Click here
to view the work.

Year 8

Aarav P for his news article on the death of King Duncan in Macbeth. Click here to
view the work.

Year 9
Nabiha for her beautiful poetry analysis. Click here to view the work.
Year 10

Lucas K for working hard to improve his writing and producing a great final piece.
Click here to view the work.

Year 1
Ismael | for his great start on his Mrs Birling essay. Click here to view the work.

Readers of the Week
Year 7

Adam D for volunteering to read an extract from Beowulf.
Year 8

Archie L for his confidence in reading.
Year 9

Kiylem B for playing the part of Eddie.
Year 10

Elise K for confidently reading their speech aloud to the class with clarity and
expression.

Year 11
Hasaan R for always being willing to read and share his responses.

Sharples School, Hill Cot House, Hill Cot Rd. Bolton, BL1 8SN
Tel: 01204 333253 Fax: 01204 333250 www.SharplesSchool.co.uk.



https://www.sharplesschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/ArticleEnglishWOTWT2BW6Y7Feb2026a.png
https://www.sharplesschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/ArticleEnglishWOTWT2BW6Y7Feb2026a.png
https://www.sharplesschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/ArticleEnglishWOTWT2BW6Y8Feb2026a.pdf
https://www.sharplesschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/ArticleEnglishWOTWT2BW6Y8Feb2026a.pdf
https://www.sharplesschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/ArticleEnglishWOTWT2BW6Y9Feb2026a.jpg
https://www.sharplesschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/ArticleEnglishWOTWT2BW6Y10Feb2026a.pdf
https://www.sharplesschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/ArticleEnglishWOTWT2BW6Y11Feb2026a.pdf
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Battle of the Bands KS3 Rewards Concert

KS3 REWARDS CONCERT

TO QUALIFY FOR A TICKET YOU MUST HAVE AT LEAST 95%
ATTENDANCE AND ZERO NEGATIVE POINTS SINCE JANUARY 2026

TICKETS AVAILABLE FROM MRS BROOK IN G29 TO
QUALIFYING PUPILS FROM MONDAY 16™ MARCH

Sharples School, Hill Cot House, Hill Cot Rd. Bolton, BL1 8SN
Tel: 01204 333253 Fax: 01204 333250 www.SharplesSchool.co.uk.
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Girls Football Champions!

Sharples made history at the Bolton Town Football Tournament on Thursday
evening, finishing the competition undefeated and being crowned champions for the
first time ever! Our KS4 team delivered an outstanding performance, showing
incredible hard work, teamwork and determination from the first whistle to the final
match. A special mention goes to Scarlett S-R, who scored 4 goals on the night,
and to Khadija V in Year 11, who scored an impressive 9 goals! The victory was
made even more memorable as it marks Khadija’s final year at Sharples, making
this historic win a fitting way to celebrate her contribution to the team over the 5
years! Well done, girls!

Sharples School, Hill Cot House, Hill Cot Rd. Bolton, BL1 8SN
Tel: 01204 333253 Fax: 01204 333250 www.SharplesSchool.co.uk.
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Sharples Welcomes Back Former Student Irfan Kawri for a PE Options Talk

The PE department welcomed former student Irfan Kawri back to the school to
speak to Year 9 about possible careers in sport and also share some important life
lessons he has learnt from his career in sport. Key messages included resilience,
character and the importance of body language.

Irfan has a background in Education (Teaching and Pastoral) Coaching, Mentoring
and Coach Development. He has spent the last 16 years working in Football at Elite
level, this includes the professional and semi — professional game. Irfan is a UEFA
A license coach and has been an opposition scout for a number of Premier League
and Championship first teams. He also currently trains Premier league referees on
developing a deeper understanding of the game.

Sharples School, Hill Cot House, Hill Cot Rd. Bolton, BL1 8SN
Tel: 01204 333253 Fax: 01204 333250 www.SharplesSchool.co.uk.
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v

udents have taken part in the Premier League
Inspires social action programme delivered by Bolton Wanderers in the Community.
Meeting once a week, the girls worked with representatives from the organisation to
explore important issues within sport and learn how to build confidence and
leadership skills.

Working in two teams, they spent several hours developing and refining their ideas
before preparing a presentation to deliver to a panel of representatives from Bolton
Wanderers F.C. and the Premier League at the Toughsheet Community Stadium.
The presentations took place on Thursday, and all of the girls did an outstanding
job pitching their projects with passion, confidence and professionalism. Although
they did not progress to the next stage of the competition, they represented the
school brilliantly and should be extremely proud of their efforts!

Sharples School, Hill Cot House, Hill Cot Rd. Bolton, BL1 8SN
Tel: 01204 333253 Fax: 01204 333250 www.SharplesSchool.co.uk.
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Riley Qualifies to Represent England in the WKKC Kickboxing
Championships

EneLsy L1 omsimps

Riley F in Year 8 recently competed at the WKKC English Championships. He
reached the final, knocking out some very good fighters along the way. He then had
to fight his experienced team mate in the final and was placed 2nd overall. The
result means that Riley now qualifies to represent England at the World
Championships later this year.

Sharples School, Hill Cot House, Hill Cot Rd. Bolton, BL1 8SN
Tel: 01204 333253 Fax: 01204 333250 www.SharplesSchool.co.uk.
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Year 8 student Scarlett H was awarded the title of “Tiny Dancer of the Year’ at her

Morris dancing group last weekend. See above for a picture of her receiving her
award and below for the explanation of why.

Congratulatlons Scarlett you deserve it.

1clr,r.;f~

Sharples School, Hill Cot House, Hill Cot Rd. Bolton, BL1 8SN
Tel: 01204 333253 Fax: 01204 333250 www.SharplesSchool.co.uk.



Our Year 9 Sports Leaders took part in a training session delivered by the
Lancashire Football Association on Monday. As part of the Game On leadership
programme, the students have been preparing to lead a SEND Football Festival
taking place next Wednesday. During the session, they developed their leadership
skills and began planning a range of engaging activity stations that they will deliver
to the students next week. The leaders are now busy finalising their ideas and are
looking forward to running a fun and inclusive festival!

Sharples School, Hill Cot House, Hill Cot Rd. Bolton, BL1 8SN
Tel: 01204 333253 Fax: 01204 333250 www.SharplesSchool.co.uk.
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Attendance Information

Reporting an absence:

If your child is too ill to attend school, please contact the school
before 9.30am with full details of your child’s illness/symptoms. The
attendance email is the easiest way to contact school as the phone
line can get very busy.

The school attendance email is: attendance@sharplesschool.co.uk

If we are unable to make contact and you do not provide a reason for
your child’s absence, this absence will be recorded as unauthorised.

Attendance Data
Year Groups attendance this week:
7 =95.27%
8 =94.75%
9 =93.55%
10 = 93.83%
11 =95.02%

Best forms this week:
7Shar1 = 100%
8Shar3 = 98.15%
9Shar5 =99.47%
10Ples1 = 99.62%
11Shar5 = 99.29%

214 pupils have achieved 100% this academic year

Career of the Week: Graphic Designer

Dates for your Diary

Tuesday 3rd March:
Year 11 Runshaw
College Application
Interview

Wednesday 4th March:
Careers Fair

Thursday 5th March:
World Book day

Thursday 5th March:
Year 9 options talk to
students (P6)

Thursday 5th March:
Year 9 options evening
(3:15 - 5:15pm)

Friday 6th March:
Sharples Iftar
(4:30 — 6:30pm)

Graphic designers create printed and digital materials for magazines, packaging, branding, websites and social

media.

Qualifications:

£40.000 [

Average Salary: £, £25000

1
Starter Expenenced

" illustration.
Typical hours:

(per week)

dals 371540
for a level 3 college course.

® evenings

You could work: occasionally

apprenticeship
Skills required:

Design skills and knowledge.

You could take a foundation degree, higher national
diploma or degree in graphic design, art and design or

Careers &

Enterprise
at Sharples School

4 or 5 GCSEs at grades 9 to 4 (A* to C), or equivalent,

5 GCSEs at grades 9 to 4 (A* to C), or equivalent,
including English and maths, for an advanced

To be thorough and pay attention to detail.
Knowledge of media production and communication.

Knowledge of English language.

The ability to come up with new ways of doing things..

Thinking and reasoning skills.
Relevant Subjects:
English, Art and Graphics.

Information sourced from:https:./nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/graphic-designer

Sharples School, Hill Cot House, Hill Cot Rd. Bolton, BL1 8SN

Tel: 01204 333253 Fax: 01204 333250

www.SharplesSchool.co.uk.
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¥7 Football (Big Astro) -
AHM

¥11 Football (Small
astro) JBA

Netball ¥r 7/8 (SH) - LAL

3 ¥

4
é

ﬂ.,.

Y8 Football (Big Astro) -

PGR

¥10 Football (Small
astro) JBA

KS3 Dodgeball (SH) -
LAL/AHM

Sports studies catch
up/KS3 hmwk- AHM

\Q._

%\‘Y

¥7 Football (Big Astro) -

AHM

¥11 Football (Small
astro) JBA

Just Dance- all years
(SH) - LAL/IPGR

6'.

24 . Sharples_“‘

Y8 Football (Big Astro) -
AHM

Y9 Football (Big Astro) -
AHM

Y11 Football (Small
astro) JBA

¥11 Football (Small
Astro) - JBA
Basketball (SH) - LAL ¥7 Girls Football (SH) -
LAL

Y7 Football practice

KS3 boys Swimming
Club

Netball - all years

Y9 football v St
Catherine's (a)

¥9 netball tournament

(a)

Y8 Football v 5t
Catherine’s (a)

K54 Fitness Suite-
SHAR

Running Club- all years

Racquets- all years

Y7 Football v ESSA (a)

K83 girls Swimming
Club

¥9/10 Football Practice

KS4 Fitness Suite-
Girls

Baskethall practice

Y9 options evening PE detentions

KS4 Fitness Suite-
SHAR

Girls Football

Week beginning 2nd March

Sharples School, Hill Cot House, Hill Cot Rd. Bolton, BL1 8SN
Fax: 01204 333250

Tel: 01204 333253

www.SharplesSchool.co.uk.
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SPRING TERM 2
WIN REWARDS FOR YOUR FORM

Film Afternoon Astro Games Form Party
Enjoy an afternoon with Get out onto the astro for Spend the afternoocn in your
friends watching a film in the some sports, ncluding 5 aside form room with music and
theatre. football. factivities. Your Form Tutor will
Bring treats and settle down If you're not playing, you can be with you to celebrate a
for a chill out! be a spectator for the successful term!
\ J \ afternoon! J J
HOW TO WIN

Over the next 5 weeks any form with:
» 96%+ attendance
« A total over 1000 rewards points
during the next 5 weeks will qualify to
choose a prize from the menu!

96% attendance means no more than a 1000 Rewards points means
. total of 25 days off in the next 5 weeks. approx 40 positive points

That’s across the whole form! per person over the next 5
Aim for 100%! weeks
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(" | LIGHTS, CAMERA, ACTION
YEAR 10 LITERATURE SOCIETY

SCREEN: 13:00 _
U10 25/03/26 | é

" This half term, it's Year 10's chance to get involved
in this year’s Literature Society.

FRIDAY 271 FEB

\ AN

The theme for their year group is
Film and Literature.

This is an exciting opportunity for Year 10
students to bolster their applications for when
they finish school, to be creative outside of the
school curriculum, and make something that they
can be proud of (and add to your purple folders).

The deadline is Monday 23rd March with
presentations at lunchtime on Wednesday 25th,
where students and staff can come to celebrate

your finished projects. There‘ll be up to 100
reward points for grabs and prizes and treats
for the best - even a rewards trip at the end of

the year!
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Educake are hosting a free upcoming webinar that
could be really helpful for you.

Here is a link for parents, it includes the webinar
information, a description and the link to register:

www.educake.co.uk/parents-webinar-supporting-
success-in-secondary-exams/ é »

This session gives parents practical, easy-to-use
strategies to support learning at home. It's
completely free, and even if families can't attend
live, please still encourage them to register
because everyone who signs up will automatically
receive the full recording, to watch at a time more
convenient.

We genuinely see parent confidence at home as a
key part of helping students feel more secure and
successful in their revision.

Thanks so much for your support.

Supporting success

exams

With Rachel Gill and Nic Allen



https://www.educake.co.uk/parents-webinar-supporting-success-in-secondary-exams/

AVTHOR BIRTHDAYS
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Today is the birthday of Victor
Hugo, French Romantic author,
poet, essayist, playwright,
journalist, human rights
activist and politician. He is

known for famous novels such
as Le Miserables and The
Hunchback of Notre Dame.

Tomorrow is the birthday of
John Steinbeck, known for his
works such as East of Eden, Of
Mice and Men, and Grapes of
Wrath.

He won a Nobel Prize in
Literature "for his realistic
and imaginative writings,
combining as they do
sympathetic humor and keen
social perception”.




WHAT ELSE IS ON?

Books and Biscuits

CITITIRA
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t Tuesy
Lunchtime

|
|
|
|
’
|
Anime Club '
Wednesday lunch :
in U15 .
’
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)
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7 ;,_ in the Iubrary ; —g”

Yearn
= To have an intense
desire for something.

E.g. "She yearned to
travel the world."

SHARPLES RADIO

The Sharples Radio team have
been busy making monthly
podcasts. All podcasts can be
found on the Student Voice
page of the school website.

https://www.sharplesschool.c

o.uk/student-voice/



https://www.sharplesschool.co.uk/student-voice/

e UK Students aged 4-18

e Individually, pairs or groups
¢ Any media/material

e Any subject/ No theme

e Max size: 95cm wide x 3 meters
high

e Include a written description/
explanation of the artwork

*Appropriate for under 18
*Original Art/Photos
*No Al

DEADLINE 4th March 2026

Judges looking for imagination,
originality and skill

Judged by a panel of
experienced artists and arts
professionals

Selections announced end of
May

Accepted work will be exhibited
online from 14th July

Some will be selected to go on
show at the Royal Academy
Open Exhibition 14th July to
30th August

Prizes are gift vouchers for art
materials



https://www.sharplesschool.co.uk/student-voice/

EXPLORE STEM CHALLENGES completeth
e

Cha"enges!
CHOOSE A TOPIC FROM THE LIST BELOW.

CREATE A POSTER, MODEL, PRESENTATION, ETC.

THE BEST ENTRIES WILL RECEIVE A CORRESPONDING WEDGE.
COLLECT ALL THE WEDGES TO EARN THE STEM CHALLENGE BADGE!

NEW CHALLENGES EACH MONTH.

OPEN TO ALL YEAR GROUPS.
i 5
y % GALAXY
£ STEM : =
@\ CHALLENGE =

- L
ALGORITHMS = , & CIRCLES
i e L G
ST \&’Ncé ot \45?‘?\\‘\\
G e | UPCYCLING

SUBMIT ENTRIES TO MR. FOWLDS (G43) BY 2"° MARCH
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SCIENCE DEPARTMENT

We are coming to the end of Half
Term 3, and have been very busy...

TRIPS

Miss Stephenson led a
successful Yrl0 tripona
college workshop

To support their exam preparation, Year 11 have
participated in hours of high-quality additional
learning sessions, both in school and online,
including masterclasses in the theatre and past
paper sessions taught by GCSE examiners.

PRACTICAL
WORK

Our science technicians have provided hours of
practical work, ranging from investigating speed to
Hooke’s Law to Testing for Stach and investigating
rates of photosynthesis.

YEAR 9 FOCUS

Year 9 students sat 3 ‘pre-options’ assessments to
help support them in making the best possible
choices over the coming months. The data from
these will be shared at parents’ evening and used to
help choose the correct patheway for each student
at KS4.

NEXT UP: STEM WEEK
(9TH-13™ MARCH)



sic¥and mayhem! Are you ready to
uncover dark secrets, 0111?’e ite lhss;c legends? Join us in the
"Grim Tales" competition for W{@/ Yil s[tudents and showcase your
storytelling skills. Whethe/r y li)verveawng eerie atmospheres or
crafting heroes in haunted t‘)ﬂd |thls is your chance to shine.

:“ I wf
).n’ ||| - “f

., |
WITH A LIMIT OF 50 V\}ORDS LET YOUR IMAGINATION
RUN WILD AND BR} G YOUR MOST GRIPPING TALES TO
LIFE. DARE TO TELL YOUJR STORY — THE DARKNESS
—~ AWAITS!

SUBMIT YOUR STORY TO MISS HASSAN BY
FRIDAY 20™ MARCH 2026



THIS MaRCH

COMING SOON!

We’re always looking for ways
to make you ‘Food Happy’.

Mix it up with
our Fuslon

Did you know we run e
special themed meals (at
least) every month?

COMING UP...

Join us this National
Science Week, as we
experiment with some

FUSION
F00DS

Your classic favourites
--With a twist!

delicious British
classics...with a twist. What
will YOU discover?

Mix it up with our Fusion Food Menu!

A wawmaliorseaty TG .Co Uk
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Bolton Together NHS

Registered Charity in England and Wales (1163466}
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SEND SERVICE

BOLTON’S
NEURODIVERSITY
SUPPORT OFFER
FAMILY SESSION

5

ONLINE
EVENT

THURSDAY

Join Bolton Together, The Compass Partnership,

and Woodbridge for a free online event

5TH MARCH ‘26

introducing their new offers designed to support 4PM-5PM

families exploring neurodiversity. This is a
valuable opportunity to learn more about the
services available, understand how they can

help your family, and ask any questions in a

supportive and informative space.

Attendance is open; advance booking is not
required. We look forward to welcoming you.

Scan the QR Code to access the Teams link to attend

For more information or to request the

Teams link to attend, contact us below
ithrive@boltontogether.org.uk

(mw.fk www.bolton-together.org.uk

SCAN ME




Parent Webinarse

with GT Scholars

Help Your Teen Ace Their Exams:
The Proven Tools to Reduce Stress and
Improve Results

FREE Parent Webinar
January 2026

Date: Tue 3rd March 2026
Time: 7:30 - 8:45pm (UK time)

Sign up to join us LIVE or get
access to the replay:
gtscholars.org/parent-webinar




We are here

parents who are not feeling
confident following a breakdown
in relationship.

» Tips for managing your own and
your children’s feelings.

* Rebuilding relationships with
your children following family
conflict. |

Empower Parents

Positives we aim to achieve:
¢ Parents to feel equipped to manage difficult
situations.

* Parents to understand their children’s
perspectives and have new strategies to support
them.

* Building a parent peer support community.

& COMMUNITY CYP@fortalice.co.uk N

FUND Together 01204 589682 L

www.fortalice.org.uk @



WOODBRIDGE
NEW SEND SERVICE

( PARENT WORKSHOP>

SUPPORTING YOUR CHILD’S SELF-REGULATION

Learn about effective practical strategies to help your child
manage their emotions, reduce ineffective behaviour and
develop some self-regulation skills. This workshop focuses on
developing a calmer supportive home environment.

Cost: £15 per family
maximum 2 to attend
Date: 8th May 2026
9.30-10.30

Woodbridge Training Hub
Waggon Road, Bolton
www.woodbridgesend.co.uk




