
Anne Frank Trust Event in London

Abdoulie in Year 8 has been an Anne Frank Ambassador for several years since 
primary school. 
Abdoulie was recently chosen for an exciting opportunity at the Anne Frank Trust 
annual lunch in London. Abdoulie recently hosted their Manchester Showcase and did 
a fantastic job at introducing guests and presenting in front of religious and community 
leaders as well as those more broadly interested in our work to combat discrimination 
and prejudice. 
Because of this, Abdoulie travelled to London this week to speak on a much larger 
scale in front of many guests. 
We are extremely proud of Abdoulie and his confidence and maturity in this role has 
been fantastic! Well done Abdoulie!
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Sharples Wings Takes Off

The Sharples Wings Flight Simulation Club has officially got underway, with lots of 
interest from Year 8 students. The club was oversubscribed, and six students were 
selected for the first group, who have now completed their first sessions. So far, 
students have been getting familiar with the flight simulator and learning how the 
aircraft controls work. They have also been exploring the forces involved in flight, 
such as lift, drag, thrust and weight, as well as the different types of movement — 
pitch, roll and yaw. These early sessions are helping students build a basic 
understanding of how aircraft fly before moving on to more hands-on flying in the 
simulator. For anyone who missed out this time, another intake of the club will be 
starting in six weeks.
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Sponsored Silence 2026!

We are delighted to share the success 
of the Sponsored Silence organised by 
our Student Affairs Committee a couple 
of weeks ago. Thanks to the fantastic 
efforts of our students and the 
generosity of everyone who supported 
them, an incredible £1,182.60 was 
raised in total. Half of the funds raised 
will be donated to Bolton Hospice, 
helping to support their vital work in the 
local community. We would like to thank 
everyone who took part, sponsored a 
student, or contributed in any way to 
this fantastic fundraising achievement. 
We are already looking forward to our 
next event!



Battle of the Bands 2026

We are pleased to announce that 2 of our many bands here at Sharples have 
successfully been selected to perform at the upcoming Battle of the Bands, hosted by 
Bolton Music Service, at the Roundhouse on Tuesday 3rd February at 6.30pm. 'Five 
Blind Chickens' (consisting of Lyla, Darcey, Brandon, Evie and Ava) and 'Stave & 
Close' (consisting of Elliott, Jack, Jayden, James, Owen and Oliver) will compete 
against 6 other bands from schools across Bolton on the evening. Each band will 
perform to pieces and will receive some feedback from an industry professional. The 
successful band on the night will then get the opportunity to represent Bolton in the 
finals which takes place at 'Band on the Wall' in Manchester on Sunday 1st March. If 
you would like to support our bands at The Roundhouse, please scan the QR code on 
the poster to book your tickets. Please note, tickets will not be available on the door - 
they must be purchased in advance and all under-16s must be accompanied by an 
adult. We hope both bands enjoy this fantastic experience and wish them every 
success on the night.



Physics in Action at The Oaks Primary School

Over the past few weeks, our Year 10 girls have teamed up with Reception, Year 1 
and Year 2 girls at The Oaks Primary School to explore physics through exciting, 
hands-on activities as part of the "I Can Do Physics!" club.
Seeing like a bee:
The girls discovered that flowers can look very different to bees than they do to 
humans. Using UV light, they revealed hidden patterns on flowers (as pictured 
above), sparking curiosity and lots of thoughtful discussion about how animals see 
the world.
The egg drop challenge:
This week, they took on an engineering challenge, designing and testing ways to 
protect an egg from breaking when dropped. They made predictions, tested ideas 
and improved their designs, showing fantastic problem-solving skills and resilience.
Both sessions were full of curiosity and enthusiasm, capturing the joy of science 
through creativity, exploration and hands-on learning.



Interact Workshop

Last Wednesday, our Interact Club had the exciting opportunity to take part in a 
PeaceJamUK workshop, where students collaborated, shared ideas, and 
developed creative proposals for meaningful social action projects. Throughout the 
session, students were encouraged to think critically about global issues and 
explore innovative ways to make a positive impact both locally and nationally. 
These ideas will be refined over the coming weeks and proudly presented at a 
Manchester conference in March, showcasing our students’ passion for leadership 
and positive change!

THE SHARPLES SPOTLIGHT
Click here to view the PDF

https://www.sharplesschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/NewsletterSharplesSpotlightJanEditionJan2026a.pdf


Sharples Gets Growing

Over the past few weeks, each form has planted a variety of seeds, monitored the 
emerging seedlings and cared for them as part of our school participation in The 
Royal Horticultural Society’s “Plants for Well Being“ pilot project. Students are 
talking enthusiastically about the activity and enjoying looking how different seeds 
are growing in their classrooms. Many students have asked to grow more plants 
and have experienced the benefits to mental health that gardening and observation 
of nature provide.



Sharples Alumni Passes Out of the Royal Navy

Congratulations to former Deputy Head Boy Liam, who recently passed out of the 
Royal Navy. Liam will continue his studies in the navy with a degree and then a 
Masters in the coming years! Liam has also promised to return to Sharples to talk 
about his career path and how to get into the Royal Navy. Well done Liam! 
If you are a former Sharples student and would like to share your story with us, just 
get in touch office@sharplesschool.co.uk



Call for Entries to the Royal Academy Young Artists' Summer Show 2026

Any theme, any medium/material, any size *
Enter individually or in a pair or group.
Create something new or enter an artwork you've already made.
You can work on your entry at Art Club in G60 on Wednesday lunch times, come at 
breaks and lunchtimes on Tuesdays and Thursdays or make it at home. You can 
borrow materials from Art and get help from Mrs Lowe or Mrs Sweeney.
We will submit your artwork for you, please collect an entry form from Mrs Lowe in 
G60. 
*Original Artwork only, no images of other artist's work including disney characters 
etc, no AI art, appropriate for ages 4 and up.



Year 8 Form Score a Goal With Tasty Treats
Well done to the Year 8 form Shar2 for winning a whole tub of Tunnock’s teacakes!
The students all won the delicious Scottish-made treats for entering a competition 
targeted at KS3 and engaging in a mini lesson about Burns Night. 
Burns Night is celebrated annually on January 25th, to mark one of Scotland’s most 
celebrated poets Robert Burns. People often sing, dance and eat Scottish feasts!
We asked students who their Scottish role model was (past or present) in any field 
of sport, literature, arts or science etc… The winning form put forward footballer 
Scott McTominay, an acclaimed Captain for Scotland who began his successful 
career via the Manchester United Academy.
Other suggested Scottish role-models included (amongst others):
Alexander Fleming - we should look up to him because he made a huge impact on 
the world of medicine when he created penicillin, which has saved and improved 
countless lives.
David Tenant - because Dr Who is the most watched show on BBC, with many 
regarding Mr Tennant as the best doctor and without a doubt one of the best actors 
in the country.
Gary Anderson - a two-times-winning World Champion darts player who is ranked 
6th in the world and is inspiring to many people.
Andrew Robertson - a proud Scottish footballer who helped to win the champions 
league for Liverpool, as well as playing in the Scotland national team.
Thanks to all the forms that entered.

Sharples Radio - January Podcast
Click the link below to listen to The 
Sharples Radio January Podcast, 
featuring: footage from the Sharples 
Family Meals; an account of the recent 
sponsored silence; some revision tips for 
PPEs; and Teacher Quick Fire Questions 
with Mrs Khan.

Click here to listen to the January Podcast.

https://www.sharplesschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/PodcastSharplesRadioPodcastJan2026a.mp3


UKMT Intermediate Maths Challenge

This week, five Year 11 students competed in the Intermediate Maths Challenge, 
testing their problem-solving and reasoning skills. Results will be announced in a 
couple of weeks, and high scorers will progress to the next round. Good luck!



English Department’s Stars of the Week

Work of the Week
Year 7
Yusuf P for his great poetry analysis. Click here to view the work.
Year 8
Sofia Y for a fabulous comparison of sonnets. Click here to view the work.
Year 9
Aaima A for her in depth analysis of To Be A Woman. Click here to view the work.
Year 10
Sobia H for a fantastic essay. Click here to view the work.
Year 11
Zayba J for their brilliant mind map to support their mock revision. Click here to 
view the work.

Readers of the Week
Year 7
Joey G for always volunteering to read.
Year 8
Avyukt N for reading with lots of enthusiasm and excellent pronunciation of 
keywords.
Year 9
Metuschel S for reading with confidence, clear pronunciation and making the 
context more engaging of A View From The Bridge.
Year 10
Lucas R for reading with clarity and confidence.
Year 11
Abdulateef A for reading his answers clearly and confidently.

https://www.sharplesschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/ArticleEnglishWOTWT2AW3Y7Jan2026a.jpeg
https://www.sharplesschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/ArticleEnglishWOTWT2AW3Y8Jan2026a-rotated.jpg
https://www.sharplesschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/ArticleEnglishWOTWT2AW3Y9Jan2026a-rotated.jpeg
https://www.sharplesschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/ArticleEnglishWOTWT2AW3Y10Jan2026a.pdf
https://www.sharplesschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/ArticleEnglishWOTWT2AW3Y11Jan2026a.jpg
https://www.sharplesschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/ArticleEnglishWOTWT2AW3Y11Jan2026a.jpg


Sharples Student plays for Wales

On Wednesday, Sharples student Steven B (pictured above), took part in a regional 
football game for both North Wales and South Wales! As the goalkeeper, he played 
25 minutes in net for North Wales and 25 minutes in net for South Wales, this was 
made extra difficult as he hadn't met any of his team mates prior to the game. He 
played amazingly well being vocal, strong, commanding and even saved a penalty.
Well done Steven, good luck for the next one!



Girls Football vs Rivington

It was an exciting start to the week for our girls football teams (pictured above) as 
they faced Rivington on Monday evening. In a closely contested match, the KS3 
team secured a thrilling 3-2 victory, thanks to some brilliant attacking play from Evie 
M and fantastic saves from Lyla B. Our KS4 team also enjoyed success, claiming a 
4-2 win. Excellent midfield performances from Sifan A and Fartun M were key in 
creating opportunities and controlling the game, leading the team to a well 
deserved victory. Well done, girls!



Attendance Information
Reporting an absence:
If your child is too ill to attend school, please contact the school 
before 9.30am with full details of your child’s illness/symptoms. The 
attendance email is the easiest way to contact school as the phone 
line can get very busy.
The school attendance email is: attendance@sharplesschool.co.uk
If we are unable to make contact and you do not provide a reason for 
your child’s absence, this absence will be recorded as unauthorised.

Attendance Data

256 pupils have achieved 100% this academic year

Year Groups attendance this week:
7 = 96.17%
8 = 95.44%
9 = 94.13%

10 = 94.54%
11 = 93.95%

Best forms this week: 
7Ples1 = 97.55%
8Ples3 = 97.61%
9Ples4 = 95.54%

10Shar1 =  96.69%
11Ples4 = 97.13%

Dates for your Diary

Tuesday 3rd February: 
Owl & Bird of Prey 
Sanctuary Turbary 
Woods
Tuesday 3rd February 
and Wednesday 4th 
February: Year 9 and 
10  vaccinations
Tuesday 3rd February: 
The Roundhouse, 
Bolton - Battle of the 
Bands (18:30 – 20:30)
Thursday 5th 
February: Year 9 
fieldwork day (full Year 
group)
Thursday 5th 
February: Year 9 
speaker Quaker
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