
Year 10 Art & Design Trip to Manchester Galleries

On Thursday 8th January, our Year 10 Art & Design students took part in a 
curriculum-linked visit to Manchester, beginning with the immersive exhibition David 
Hockney: Bigger & Closer (not smaller & further away) at Factory International, 
before visiting The Whitworth Gallery.
Surrounded by large-scale projected imagery, students experienced Hockney’s 
work in an engaging and memorable way, gaining insight into his use of colour, 
composition, and scale. 
The visit proved to be a valuable opportunity in supporting students’ GCSE Art & 
Design studies, helping them develop a deeper understanding of artist research 
and visual language.
Students then explored The Whitworth galleries, using the collections as a source 
of first-hand visual research. They produced observational sketches and gathered 
inspiration to inform their own coursework and creative development.
Throughout the day, students were a credit to themselves and the school, 
demonstrating excellent behaviour, focus, and enthusiasm, and engaging 
thoughtfully with the artwork on display.
See the next page for more pictures taken during this visit.
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Mathematician of the Month

Every month a student is nominated from each of the maths classes for 
Mathematician of the Month. These students are nominated based on their hard 
work, enthusiasm and efforts within the lesson. 
Well done to December's nominees for fantastic work in maths lessons!
Year 7
Mohammed 
Zayaan M
Aqsa P
Lola M
Khadĳah M
Amisha M
Holly S
Joseph B
Rayyan P
Mabroor H

Year 8
Ahmad V
Orla A
Kaylen H
Alexa H
Sawsan B
Bernadette L
Lucas S
Eshaal B
Ayesha K

Year 9
Frankie S
Grace H
Lolita L
Zara A
Haris I
Saarah P
Mahisha S
Aaliyah S
Zain M
Kevin K

Year 10
Daniel C
Zainab A
Lucas P
Zahir E
Muhammad 
Hamza C
Fatima I
Safiyya K
Jonathan S
Aameina M

Year 11
Corey M
Annie H
Atiqa M
Safa S
Gabĳa V
Omelkhier B
Aisha S
Sumayyah V
Mai G
Aamina P



Science in Action at Sharples

It’s been a busy and engaging week in science at Sharples, with pupils across the 
school exploring new ideas, developing practical skills and building confidence.
Year 7 pupils have begun moving on to new topics; from exploring how forces affect 
movement to discovering how characteristics are passed on, pupils are starting to see 
how science explains both the everyday and the extraordinary. Some Year 8 classes 
have been putting their investigative skills into practice by exploring streamlining, 
testing how different shapes move through a viscous fluid and analysing the results.
Year 9 pupils have completed all three of their Science Pre-Options Assessments this 
week;  a huge well done to everyone for their focus and effort.
This week also marked the first session of the "I Can Do Physics!" club at The Oaks 
Primary School. Pupils explored density through practical investigations, making 
predictions and testing ideas about floating and sinking. 
Love science, problem-solving or being creative? The Sharples STEM Challenge is 
here — see the poster towards the back of the newsletter to find out how to take part.



Sharples School launch RHS Plants for Well Being Pilot
Sharples School is one of 
only 26 schools nationally 
to be participating in the 
Plants for Wellbeing pilot, 
developed by the Royal 
Horticultural Society in 
consultation with Anna 
Freud, a mental health 
charity for children and 
young people.
Schools in London and 
the North West were 
invited to apply to 
participate in this pilot 
ahead of a national rollout 
and our school has been 
selected. 
The Plants for Wellbeing 
pilot offers a whole school 
approach for exploring 
how working with plants 
can help develop 
student’s emotional 
awareness, social 
connection and self- 
regulation, bringing 
discussions about mental 
wellbeing into everyday 
school life. A whole-
school approach enables 
us to embed the 
connection between plants and wellbeing into our school’s culture, with flexible and 
accessible content designed to give the whole school the opportunity to experience 
the wellbeing benefits of being close to and caring for plants. 
There is a growing body of research showing that interacting with plants and spending 
time outdoors can support overall wellbeing.  In forms, students had fun planting seeds 
(peas, sweet peas and microgreens). Nurturing plants and a connection to nature is a 
tool for well-being as well as a screen-free hobby and life skill. We look forward to 
seeing our seedlings develop in the near future.



Girls Represent Our Community in Nike Campaign with the FA

Some of our pupils recently took part in a Nike shoot alongside Bolton United Girls 
Football Club, as part of a campaign celebrating Muslim girls in sport.
The girls were not only involved in the photoshoot but were also interviewed about 
how they are able to participate in sport without compromising their faith. They 
spoke confidently about the importance of inclusion and shared how sports 
sessions can be adapted to ensure everyone feels comfortable, respected, and 
supported.
This was a fantastic opportunity for the pupils to represent themselves, their 
community, and the values of confidence, resilience, and aspiration. It also 
highlights how school and community initiatives can work hand-in-hand to support 
young people both in and out of school.



Attendance Information
Reporting an absence:
If your child is too ill to attend school, please contact the school 
before 9.30am with full details of your child’s illness/symptoms. The 
attendance email is the easiest way to contact school as the phone 
line can get very busy.
The school attendance email is: attendance@sharplesschool.co.uk
If we are unable to make contact and you do not provide a reason for 
your child’s absence, this absence will be recorded as unauthorised.

Attendance Data

287 pupils have achieved 100% this academic year

Year Groups attendance this week:
7 = 94.19%
8 = 96.57%
9 = 95.79%
10 = 94.11%
11 = 93.65%

Best forms this week: 
7Ples4 = 100%

8Shar4 = 99.56%
9Shar2 = 99.60%

10Ples4 =  99.49%
11Shar5 = 99.17%

Dates for your Diary

Monday 12th to Friday 
23rd January: Year 9 
Summative 
Assessments

Wednesday 21st 
January: Year 10 Mock 
Interviews (9:15 – 
12:55)

Friday 23rd January: 
The Glass House Visit 
(11:15 – 15:15)

Friday 23rd January: 
Year 7 Sleep at The 
Deep - Boys
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https://www.sharplesschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/PosterTrafficAnnouncementJan2026a.pdf


https://gtscholars.org/parent-webinar



