
End Of Half Term Letter to Parents
Dear Parent/Carer,
We have come to the end of the first half term and I would like to update you on the 
many accomplishments of the Sharples Family over the past 8 weeks.
Our new Year 7 students have settled in well, attending many extracurricular clubs, 
engaging with music, drama, sports and STEM. Year 11 have begun preparations for 
their first mock exams in November and they have attended over 100 hours of extra 
ALS sessions so far this year. All year groups contributed to our very successful Open 
Events earlier this term, when over 600 students volunteered to tour visitors around 
the school. A fantastic team effort. 
Just this past weekend, the National School Performance Tables were released by the 
DFE and we are delighted that Sharples came out as the top school in Bolton. As a 
school community we work extremely hard to ensure that students leave us at the end 
of Year 11 with the necessary qualifications and skills to take the next step of their 
journey with confidence. I would like to recognise and thank our staff for their ongoing 
support of all students at Sharples. 
This half term we have organised a number of excellent trips for students with Y10 
Citizenship students visiting the Manchester History Museum, and Y11 GCSE History 
students supplementing their studies with a trip to Hardwick Hall.  This weekend, 90 
Year 11 students are heading off to Spain where they will take in the sights of 
Barcelona, alongside revision classes for English, maths and science.  
I would like to thank all of you who have been able to contribute to the ongoing 
improvement of our school, through attendance at our Parent Forum, contribution to 
the Sharples PTA or through feedback provided to me or staff members. Our next 
Parent Forum will be held before the Christmas break and will be focused on “Student 
Rewards”. Further details will be sent to all families when we return next half term.
Finally, the school has suffered sadness this half term, with the loss of two former 
students, both in tragic circumstances, and our school Finance Manager Mrs Bradley 
sadly passing away earlier this month. They will always be part of the Sharples Family 
and thoughts are with their families. 
A reminder that all students should return to school for 8.40am on Monday 3rd 
November for Autumn Term 2.  Having full attendance is extremely important and 
being in school every day leads to success in future examinations. 
I hope that you have a relaxing half term break with your family.
Yours sincerely
Ms C Molyneux
Headteacher
Click here to view the original letter as a PDF
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Sharples Radio

This term has seen the beginning of the all new Sharples Radio.  Zak S is leading 
this exciting new project and recently interviewed and selected his radio team from 
students in Years 7 to 11.  To find out more about our dynamic new radio endeavour 
and to hear our first radio shows, written and presented by students in the new 
radio team, listen here.

Form Time Reading
This half term, students in Years 7–10 have been getting stuck into some brilliant 
books during Form Time. Each year group has their own story to explore, and it’s 
been great seeing everyone, students and staff alike, reading together and sharing 
their thoughts.
These sessions aren’t just about improving reading skills — they’re a chance to 
relax, spark conversations, and discover new stories. Many students have said it’s 
one of their favourite ways to start the day!
Whether it’s uncovering mysteries, exploring new worlds, or getting to know 
unforgettable characters, Form Time Reading has brought a real buzz to our 
mornings.

https://www.sharplesschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/PodcastSharplesRadioAutumn1Oct2025a.mp3
https://www.sharplesschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/PodcastSharplesRadioAutumn1Oct2025a.mp3
https://www.sharplesschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/PodcastSharplesRadioAutumn1Oct2025a.mp3


Year 8 Careers in Maths

Last week, our Year 8 students wrapped up their unit on Sequences in 
Mathematics. To celebrate their learning, they took part in a careers-focused activity 
exploring how sequences are used in various professions. Students discussed 
roles such as data managers, geologists, and computer programmers, discovering 
how mathematical patterns and logical thinking are essential in many fields.



This year marks a major milestone for Mellors Catering Services — we’re 
celebrating 30 years of “serving up smiles”!

Since 1995, Mellors has been serving up delicious 
and nutritious meals in the heart of school dining 
halls and workplace restaurants. What began as a 
passion for great-tasting, high-quality food has 
grown into the award-winning, family focused 
Mellors Catering Services we know today — 
founded by Mark Timmerman and his dad Tim.
Mark’s food journey started at age 10 in his dad’s 
Southport bakery, where he developed a love for 
all things foodie! From the early days, Mark set up 
a strawberry and cream stall at the Southport 
Flower Show – now to education catering – Mellors 
has now reached its 30th birthday milestone. Mark 
built Mellors on strong family values and a belief 
that quality food should be accessible to all.
In fact, he’s so committed to staying connected that his personal phone number still 
appears on our sandwich labels — because at Mellors, customer feedback has 
always mattered.
Today, Mellors continues to grow as a proud, independent family business, trusted 
across the education and B&I sectors for three delicious decades!

National Poetry Day Competition
Students in Years 7, 8 and 9 celebrated 
National Poetry Day earlier this month and 
during form time they penned a short poem of 
their own. This year's theme is ‘PLAY’ and 
students shared the many different ways in 
which they play sports, musical instruments or 
enjoy time with friends or siblings. I think you'll 
agree this short collection is a lovely 
celebration of young people's voices. Some of 
the poems can be read towards the end of the 
newsletter - just after the English newsletter.



English Department’s Stars of the Week
Work of the Week
Year 7
Zoya A - For her lovely work on poetry structure. Click here.
Year 8
Rubina C - For a great piece of descriptive writing on Hannibal Lecter. Click here.
Year 9
Maryam M - A fantastic analytical piece of writing on how tension is created in the 
'The Jungle'. Click here.
Year 10
Khadĳah P - For a very detailed poetry essay on the theme of war. Click here.
Year 11
Huzaifa A - For his wonderful argument on why billionaires should be banned. Click 
here.
Readers of the Week
Year 7
Eva E A for reading difficult vocabulary fluently and clearly to the whole class.
Year 8
Samera A - playing a hateful Mrs Lyons from Blood Brothers.
Year 9
Pinklily T - playing a passionate Mico from The Jungle.
Year 10
Bailey G - portraying a grave Jacob Marley from A Christmas Carol.
Year 11
Declan J - starring as Mr Birling in An Inspector Calls.

Keeping children Safe at Halloween & Bonfire Night
Key information for children and Parents/Carers.
Key information can be found on the Child Accident Prevention Trust website.
How to keep children safe this Halloween https://capt.org.uk/halloween/
12 top tips BONFIRE NIGHT https://capt.org.uk/?s=BONFIRE+NIGHT
Child Accident Prevention Trust https://capt.org.uk/
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Year 10 vs St Catherine's

Our Year 10 boys football team took on St Catherine's Monday night looking for 
their first victory of the year. We got off to a shaky start going a goal down but this 
spurred the lads on to start playing as we scored moments later with a great header 
from Kledi. This started the onslaught from our Sharples team as we fired in 3 more 
before half-time. As the second half began the lads continued to display their 
dominance as Callum scored a spectacular strike from outside the box. As the 
game went on we showed levels firing at will with the scoreline hitting double 
figures. It was a fantastic team performance with goals from Kledi, Callum (2), Kobe 
(4), Rayyan (2) and Hayden. Stand out performance from Alfie who dictated play 
from start to finish. Well done lads, onto the next one! #UpTheSharples



Year 8 unable to make it 3 wins in a row!

Year 8 were looking to make it 3 wins in a row and progress to the next round in the 
Bolton Cup but the team will now have to settle for a place in the plate competition. 
The conditions were horrendous and it was a real test of character and resilience. 
Rivington started the game better and found themselves 2 goals up at half time. 
Sharples pressed for an equaliser in the second half but couldn't break down the 
opposition and conceded 2 further goals on the counter attack. Hamza Y was 
superb in midfield and led by example and showed great determination throughout.



Year 8 & Year 9 Netball vs Essa

Our Year 8 and Year 9 netball teams were back in action on Wednesday afternoon 
against Essa. It was a fabulous performance from both teams, with some excellent 
netball on display from the very start! A big shoutout to Orla A and Grace H who had 
standout performances in the shooting circle!



Attendance Information
Reporting an absence:
If your child is too ill to attend school, please contact the school 
before 9.30am with full details of your child’s illness/symptoms. The 
attendance email is the easiest way to contact school as the phone 
line can get very busy.
The school attendance email is: attendance@sharplesschool.co.uk
If we are unable to make contact and you do not provide a reason for 
your child’s absence, this absence will be recorded as unauthorised.

Attendance Data

584 pupils have achieved 100% this academic year

Year Groups attendance this week:
7 = 94.01%
8 = 93.10%
9 = 90.58%

10 = 94.57%
11 = 94.13%

Best forms this week: 
7Ples1 = 97.24%
8Ples3 = 99.12%
9Ples4 = 94.96%

10Shar2 =  99.14%
11Shar5 = 97.67%

Dates for your Diary
Monday 27th October 
to Friday 31st October: 
Half Term
Monday 3rd 
November: Year 7 
Christmas Cooking 
Club (15:15 – 17:15)
Wednesday 5th 
November: Bolton 
Cross Country 
Competition - all year 
groups (P1 to P6)
Thursday 6th 
November: Flu 
vaccinations - all year 
groups
Friday 7th November: 
The Glass house 
Bakery visit
(12:00 – 15:00)
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