
Issue 458
24th November 2023

Year 9 Maths Competition

Year 9 students were set the challenge of creating a scale model of a famous 
landmark or structure (as pictured), following the completion of the Similarity unit of 
work. We received some wonderful entries which showed pupils' creativity and 
knowledge of similar shapes and scale factors. We are proud to announce the 
winner of the competition was Zayba J with a fantastic model bedroom. Runners up, 
with impressive structures of the Eiffel Tower and Leaning Tower of Pisa, are 
Sandani and Sandali G. Thank you to all pupils who entered the competition.



Year 10 Maths Competition

After looking at standard form, Year 10 students were asked to use their creativity to 
design a way of expressing or illustrating the scale of the universe and its 
significance. Well done to Umaynah B who is the winner of the competition and 
Hatim K who came runner up. Thank you to all pupils who entered the competition.



Science Enrichment Newsletter

Educake Top Scorers
Well done to all the students who completed their home learning task this week. And 
a particular congratulations to the following highest students who scored 100%! 

Year 9: Joe J, Amaan B, Mohammed P, Lewis R, Muhammad V, Leah H, Zainab P, 
Aaisha P, Zak I, Abigail H, Morgan I, Annie H, Elizabeth S, Syed T, Abdullah H, Tom 
D, Andrew M, Saarah D, Rayhan D, Farrah H, Abubakar C, Jenson M, Muhammad-
Khaleel V, Huzaifa A, Abdur-Rahman A, Anson L, Sandali G.

Year 10: Saffiya A, Dante H, Umaynah B, Ameena P, Mantasha M, Isa H, Xuan Z, 
Ayesha M, Maryam P, Aamina P, Khadĳah Y, Aashan S, Ziyaad M. 

STEM club
This week in the STEM club pupils 
were performing flame tests (as 
pictured). The flame test is used to 
visually determine the identity of an 
unknown metal based on the 
characteristic colour the salt turns the 
flame of a bunsen burner. We observed 
that burning a solution containing 
Copper turned the flame green whilst 
Potassium produced a lilac colour. This 
gave the pupils an idea as to how the 
colours in fireworks can be produced!

Astronomy club
This week in the Astronomy club, 
students started building a model of the 
space probe Gaia. Gaia was launched 
by the European Space Agency 10 
years ago and continues to take data 
today (example picture on the next 
page). It is involved in the field of 
Astrometry, measuring the position of 
stars with incredible accuracy. Students 
are busy making a replica of this 
extraordinary piece of astronomical 
equipment. 



Observatory visit
This week, a class of Year 5 students visited Sharples from High Lawn Primary 
School. As well as learning about space science with a series of activities in the 
classroom, they were also invited out to visit the observatory to see how telescopes 
can be used to study space and capture incredible images.

Cell models
Year 7 have been learning about animal and plant cells this term. To help them 
visualise the shape and scale of the cells they have been making models from 
plasticine and other materials.

Science Career of the Week
This week’s career is ‘Therapeutic Engineer’. Therapeutic radiographers take 
images of the insides of patients’ bodies and plan treatments to treat a particular 
disease. Information about experience opportunities, providers, entry requirements 
and much more can be found here: Science career of the Week. 

Please speak to Mr. Burke, who will provide you with more information about this, or 
any other, science career.

Revision Skill of the Week
Revision skill of the week is... ‘Keyword practice’. Understanding the meaning of 
keywords is essential in being able to answer questions. Each science topic has its 
own set of keywords and definitions. You can test your knowledge by covering up 
the keywords, reading the definitions and giving the answer, before checking 
whether you were right! 

Mr. Fowlds - Science Enrichment Coordinator

https://www.sharplesschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/ArticleScienceCareerTherapeuticRadiographerNov2023a.pdf


English Department’s Stars of the Week

Work of the Week

Year 7
Zachary M has written a great start to the story 'Dog, Cat, Baby'. Click here to view 
the work.

Year 8
Sehar I has shown excellent analytical skills in her paragraph on Blood Brothers. 
Click here to view the work.

Year 9
Gabs M has written an excellent analysis on symbolism and free verse in the poem 
'I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings'. Click here to view the work.

Year 10
Ella G has shown excellent skill in her annotations for poetry. Click here to view the 
work.

Year 11
Fatima V has written a thoughtful poetry essay. Click here to view the work.

Readers of the Week

Year 7
Alyssa E for reading the story Pieces of Silver aloud at an ideal pace.

Year 8
Raissa B A for her efforts this year reading and understanding new texts. 

Year 9
Ahmed M for an enthusiastic and passionate reading of our class text The Jungle. 

Year 10
Amy P for consistently reading for meaning well.

Year 11
Harvey H for playing a dramatic Mrs Birling.

https://www.sharplesschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/EnglishDeptWOTWAutumn2W3Y7Nov2023a.pdf
https://www.sharplesschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/EnglishDeptWOTWAutumn2W3Y7Nov2023a.pdf
https://www.sharplesschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/EnglishDeptWOTWAutumn2W3Y8Nov2023a.jpg
https://www.sharplesschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/EnglishDeptWOTWAutumn2W3Y9Nov2023a.pdf
https://www.sharplesschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/EnglishDeptWOTWAutumn2W3Y10Nov2023a.jpg
https://www.sharplesschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/EnglishDeptWOTWAutumn2W3Y10Nov2023a.jpg
https://www.sharplesschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/EnglishDeptWOTWAutumn2W3Y11Nov2023a.jpg


Children's Author Tom Palmer Talk at Imperial War Museum Manchester

Tom Palmer will be at the Imperial War Museum Manchester on Sunday 26th 
November 2023 at 11am-3pm.

Join children's author Tom Palmer this Museum Shop Sunday as he signs copies of 
his wartime novels and discusses his new title Football's Greatest Moments.



Derby Day at Old Trafford!

Over 30 students travelled to Old Trafford (as pictured) on Sunday evening to watch 
the first ever derby held at the Theatre of Dreams between Man United and Man 
City. The majority of the students had never stepped foot inside a stadium and some 
were taken aback when they first caught a glimpse of Old Trafford. With over 45,000 
in attendance, the atmosphere was brilliant, especially as we were in the Stretford 
End! With half of the girls supporting City, they were very pleased their team secured 
a 3-1 victory over their closest rivals! The girls supporting United were not so happy...

The girls seemed to have a brilliant time and were a credit to the school throughout 
the day.



U16 Basketball Tournament

Sharples made the short journey to Smithills this week to compete in an U16 
tournament. The team has been practising every week with Mr Grundy since 
September. Sharples walked straight off the minibus and into a match against a very 
strong Smithills team and with no chance to warm up they struggled to adjust to the 
pace of the game and started with a loss. Sharples soon started to find their rhythm 
though and bounced back with a victory over Little Lever after a superb solo effort 
from star player Leo M. The next game against Turton looked destined to be a draw 
but Turton scored the winning points with 3 seconds left on the clock. The team 
refused to let the last second disappointment get to them and went on to record 
another 3 wins and finish the tournament strongly. Special mention to girls Anna and 
Emilĳa who competed against some very strong boys from other schools and Sol M 
who was fantastic and scored some great baskets despite only being in Year 8.



A Cold Evening of Football for our Girls!

Our KS3 and KS4 football teams (pictured) took on Bolton St Catherines in the 
league on Thursday evening in very wet and cold conditions! Our older girls got off 
to a flying start and were leading by 3 at half time. A further 4 goals in the second 
half ensured the girls came away with an impressive 7-1 victory! A special mention 
must go to Khadĳa V who scored 5 goals. However, the KS3 girls struggled to 
convert some great chances in front of goal and were unfortunate to lose, 3-0. They 
will have the chance to redeem themselves when they face Bolton School next 
Wednesday!



Sports Leaders Support Local Primary Schools

A huge well done to some of our sports leaders who supported the multisport 
Panathlon event for local primary schools on Thursday (as pictured). Pupils travelled 
to Bolton Arena to help support children with special educational needs take part in 
different activities. They rotated around different sport stations and helped the 
younger children complete all of the events. The organisers of the competition and 
teachers from the primary schools commented on how well the students interacted 
with the pupils and supported them throughout the day. They were even asked to go 
and support the county event next year. A fantastic and fulfilling experience for 
everyone involved!



Bolton Cross Country Championship

A selection of students were chosen to represent the school at the Bolton Cross 
Country Championship at Rivington High School this week. Students have been 
focusing on resilience and motivation during core PE lessons and it was fantastic to 
see the efforts from all our students completing the run in very difficult conditions. It 
was a fantastic day and lovely to see students representing the school with pride 
and doing their absolute best. Alex C (Year 7) and Henry R (Year 8) ran superb 
races and have now qualified to represent the Town in the Greater Manchester 
Championship after finishing in the top 15. Star athlete Marcus V (Year 11) finished 
1st and will be hoping to repeat his performance in the next race and go on to 
represent Greater Manchester in the near future.

Year 7 Boys Football

Year 7 took two teams to Canon Slade this week and it was a great opportunity for 
more students to represent the school team. It was a difficult evening for both 
squads and Canon Slade were convincing winners. One of the teams started slowly 
and found themselves out of the game before halftime. Alex used his pace to run in 
behind and slot his shot past the oncoming keeper to pull a goal back but this was 
only to be a consolation goal. Sharples battled much better in the second half and 
made the contest much more competitive, showing more resilience and courage on 
the ball. The game was much more competitive on the other pitch and Sharples 
were unlucky to go into half time a goal behind. We started the second half superbly 
and soon found ourselves level but failed to build on our goal and struggled to find a 
way back into the game. The team will be back in action on Monday when they 
travel to Little Lever and aim to get back to winning ways.



Dates for your DiaryAttendance Information

Reporting an absence:
If your child is too ill to attend school, please contact the school before 9.30am 
with full details of your child’s illness/symptoms. The attendance email is the 
easiest way to contact school as the phone line can get very busy.

The school attendance email is: attendance@sharplesschool.co.uk

If we are unable to make contact and you do not provide a reason for your 
child’s absence, this absence will be recorded as unauthorised.

Attendance Data

483 pupils have achieved 100% this academic year.

Year Groups attendance this week:
Year 7 = 96.28%
Year 8 = 94.84%
Year 9 = 94.04%

Year 10 = 94.98%
Year 11 = 93.69%

Best forms this week: 
7ples4 = 100%
8shar4 = 100%
9P = 98.85%
10S = 100%

11P = 98.40%

Friday 1st 
December: Year 10 
Animal care trip to 
Smithills Farm

Monday 4th 
December (all 
week): Year 10 
speaking PPE 
exam

Thursday 7th 
December: Year 11 
Animal care trip to 
Sealife Centre

Friday 8th 
December: Teacher 
Training Day 
(School closed to 
all students)
















