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Maths Lessons Insight

This year, all students are completing reading tasks in maths lessons - these tasks 
link to upcoming topics are designed to get students thinking about the topic (as 
pictured above), and to give them the foundations and the prerequisites needed for 
their new unit of work.Teachers follow the Sharples reading strategies to guide 
pupils through the text highlighting key vocabulary and important mathematical 
terms. Students then answer comprehension questions based on the text to identify 
what they have learnt. This week Year 10 students read a Guardian article about the 
amount tax paid by billionaires in America, and enjoyed sharing their views on this.



Science Enrichment Newsletter

Trip to Cambridge University



Year 10 students visited Cambridge on a residential trip earlier this week (pictured 
on the previous page). They stayed in the undergraduate halls of Churchill College, 
strolled through the streets of Cambridge to visit the Whipple Museum of the History 
of Science, competed in a Science and Cambridge themed quiz and finally spent a 
physics-filled day at the famous Cavendish Laboratories. Cavendish Laboratories 
was the birthplace for the discovery of both the electron (1897) and the neutron 
(1932), and has been recognised, through the award of Nobel Prize, for contributing 
in the areas of Physics, Chemistry and Physiology or Medicine, an incredible 30 
times. The students explored the physics involved in terahertz communications, 
photovoltaic cells, neuroscience, atomic weapons testing and much more. 

STEM club
Pupils kicked off this year's STEM club by building rockets! Using only balloons, 
string and sellotape, groups competed to see who could build the most 
accomplished rocket! There was plenty of hot air and the eventual winner managed 
to cover 10 metres across the room! More fun next week!

Science Career of the Week
This week’s career is ‘Radiographer’. Radiographers take images of the insides of 
patients’ bodies to diagnose injury or disease. Information about experience 
opportunities, providers, entry requirements and much more can be found here: 
Science career of the Week. 

Please speak to Mr. Burke, who will provide you with more information about this, or 
any other, science career. 

Visit to the University of Manchester
Students had an enriching experience during their visit to the University of 
Manchester, where they learned the art of constructing minesweeping robots. The 
day began with an illuminating talk highlighting the significance of clearing landmine-
affected areas and the widespread nature of this problem. The students then 
acquired practical skills in using Bluetooth technology to remotely control robots. 
They also gained insights into the workings of metal detectors. The day concluded 
with a meet and greet session, providing students with the opportunity to interact 
with early career engineers from various industries. They now have four weeks to 
design and build their own robots before returning to the university for an exciting 
competition.

Lego Robotics Competition
After weeks of dedicated practice and meticulous preparation, Hatim and Sherjeel 
(pictured on the next page) participated in the EEP Lego Robotics Grand Final at the 

https://www.sharplesschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/ArticleScienceCareerRadiographerSept2023a.pdf


Big Bang Science Fair, held at the NEU in Birmingham. Out of 350 schools, they 
were among the 34 finalists. They showcased their robots and presented their 
design ideas to the judges. Alongside the competition, they enjoyed exploring the 
fair and engaging with science exhibits. Although they didn't win any prizes, we are 
incredibly proud of their hard work and dedication.

Space News
The discovery of phosphorus in a cloud at the edge of the Milky Way has expanded 
the potential habitable zone of our galaxy. Phosphorus, one of the essential 
elements for life on Earth, was previously missing from the far reaches of the galaxy. 
This finding suggests that the habitable zone of the Milky Way may extend 
approximately 22,000 light-years from its centre. Astronomers are now encouraged 
to explore the outer regions of the galaxy for planets and the possibility of life. The 
detection of phosphorus, along with previous discoveries of organic molecules, 
indicates that the galactic habitable zone could be wider than previously assumed. 
This discovery motivates further exploration for potential life in distant regions of the 
galaxy.

Mr. Fowlds - Science Enrichment Coordinator



English Department’s Stars of the Week

Work of the Week

Year 7
Alicia M for getting full marks on her recent knowledge check about heroes and 
villains. Click here to view the work.

Year 8
Safiya I for her very creative sentences. Click here to view the work.

Year 9
Saarah D has written a great descriptive paragraph. Click here to view the work.

Year 10
Mariya P has written an excellent analysis of the poem Ozymandias. Click here to 
view the work.

Year 11
Aroosh S for her draft narrative full of lovely descriptions which flow naturally. Click 
here to view the work.

Readers of the Week

Year 7
Ibrahim M for reading an extract clearly and confidently.

Year 8
Jack H for reading the context of Blood Brothers aloud clearly and confidently.

Year 9
Safiyyah I for her excellent, expressive reading and understanding of an extract from 
I am Malala by Malala Yousafzai.

Year 10
Sohan P for his excellent reading of the character Scrooge.

Year 11
Travis P for his convincing reading of "mummy" in An Inspector Calls.

https://www.sharplesschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/ArticleEnglishWOTWAutumn1W1Y7Sept2023a.jpeg
https://www.sharplesschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/ArticleEnglishWOTWAutumn1W1Y8Sept2023a.jpeg
https://www.sharplesschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/ArticleEnglishWOTWAutumn1W1Y9Sept2023a.jpeg
https://www.sharplesschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/ArticleEnglish1WOTWAutumnW1Y10Sept2023a.pdf
https://www.sharplesschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/ArticleEnglish1WOTWAutumnW1Y10Sept2023a.pdf
https://www.sharplesschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/ArticleEnglish1WOTWAutumnW1Y11Sept2023a.pdf
https://www.sharplesschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/ArticleEnglish1WOTWAutumnW1Y11Sept2023a.pdf


Year 7 Boys Football

Year 7 (pictured above) had their first game of the season away at Ladybridge. The 
attendance to all 3 trials has been superb and further games will be arranged in the 
near future to provide more opportunities for the squad to represent the school. 

The friendly fixture gave the chance to take a larger squad and also rotate the 
players in different positions. Sharples couldn’t register a win in their first game but 
showed lots of promise with some lovely football played at times. Despite going 3 nil 
down the team showed great resilience and bounced back with a real determination 
to get back in the game. Layton drove the team forward with his energy from 
midfield and Ollie managed to pull a goal back. In fact, Sharples finished the 
stronger team and went close numerous times, only to be denied by the woodwork.



Year 9 Boys Football

Year 9 had their first game of the season on Monday night against tough opposition, 
Ladybridge. The game got off to a very fast start with both teams looking to open the 
scoring. Unfortunately Ladybridge beat us to the opening goal, taking the lead just 
before half time. Abdur came close to equalising on two occasions but just couldn't 
beat the goalkeeper. Ladybridge went on to win the game 2-0.

The Year 9 boys took part in a 9-a-side tournament (as pictured above) hosted by 
Manchester United where Sharples took on 7 other schools across the Manchester 
region. The boys put on a show with some excellent performances coming from 
Amaan B, Ahmed M and Muhammad Y. We managed to end up 3rd place narrowly 
missing out on the top spot. Well done boys keep up the good work for the rest of 
the season!



Year 10 Boys Football

Year 10 (pictured above) travelled to Ladybridge this week hoping to continue their 
form from last year and win the league for a second season in a row. It was a 
thrilling end to end encounter which could have gone either way. Sharples started 
brightly and nearly took the lead after a fantastic run from Aashan but he fired wide 
with just the keeper to beat. Shortly after Rowan saw his effort saved when he 
looked certain to score. Sharples eventually got their reward when Aashan broke the 
offside trap and superbly fired the ball into the roof of the net from the edge of the 
box with his left foot. Sharples' dominance didn't continue in the second half though 
as Ladybridge began to control the game, some excellent defending from Josh and 
Joe and a few excellent saves from Harley kept the opposition out. However, with 
only 2 minutes left on the clock, Ladybridge equalised after a set piece delivery. This 
wasn't to be the last bit of action though, as the team responded well and won a 
corner. Aashan stepped up and curled the ball into the goal directly from the corner 
to secure all 3 points with the last kick of the game.



Parent Goveronor Vacancy

We currently have a vacancy for a school governor. If you would like a nomination 
form or information regarding the role, please email:
e.bullivant@sharplesschool.co.uk

The closing date for applications is Friday 13th October at 4pm.



Dates for your DiaryAttendance Information

Reporting an absence:
If your child is too ill to attend school, please contact the school before 9.30am 
with full details of your child’s illness/symptoms. The attendance email is the 
easiest way to contact school as the phone line can get very busy.

The school attendance email is: attendance@sharplesschool.co.uk

If we are unable to make contact and you do not provide a reason for your 
child’s absence, this absence will be recorded as unauthorised.

Attendance Data

934 pupils have achieved 100% this academic year.

Year Groups attendance this week:
Year 7 = 96.88%
Year 8 = 95.05%
Year 9 = 95.09%

Year 10 = 95.72%
Year 11 = 94.94%

Best forms this week: 
7Ples1 & 7Shar5 = 100%

8Shar4 = 100%
9E = 98.97%

10S1 = 99.59%
11S = 100%

Tuesday 26th 
September:
European Day of 
Languages

Thursday 28th

September:
Open Evening 
(16.00 - 19.00)

Friday 29th

September:
Teacher Training 
Day (School closed 
to students)

Tuesday 3rd and 
Wednesday 4th

October:
Open Mornings
(09.00 - 10.30)




















