
Ms Webst er?s End of  Year Let t er

Dear Parent/Carer,

I am writing to inform you of the arrangements for the end of term and expectations for 
the start of the new school year in September.

From Monday, 17 to Thursday, 20 July lessons will be as normal. Please ensure your 
child attends school on time every day this week for a prompt start to registration at 
8.45am. Friday, 21 July will be a non-uniform day for students, there is no charge for 
this. Students will be dismissed from school at 12.30pm and the school buses will be 
available at this earlier time. There will be an extended canteen service available at 
break time for all students. Those entitled to the Free School Meal allowance will be 
able to access it at break time.

During the last weeks of the academic year, we celebrate our achievements and 
showcase our learning community. We enjoyed our Year 11 Prom at the Last Drop Hotel 
and we also staged a very successful Summer Music Evening. Beyond that we have our 
Sports Day, our Rewards Trip to Blackpool Pleasure Beach as well as numerous 
curriculum visits to enhance our students? cultural capital. In the final week of term, we 
will also host our Achievement Assemblies when we celebrate the academic successes 
of our students.

As always, we will also be placing an unrelenting focus on our ?high expectations, no 
excuses? culture from September to ensure that we build on our tradition of academic 
success year-on-year for Sharples students. Our high expectations extend to school 
uniform, as when they are wearing their uniforms, our students are ambassadors for 
Sharples. To maintain these high standards, I would like to draw your attention to the 
following statements from our Uniform Policy:

- All pupils require a school bag for books, equipment, etc.
- Shoes should be black polishable or simulated leather.  Black laces only.  No 

boots, canvas shoes or trainer style shoes, including branded sports makes, for 
example (but not limited to) Nike, Adidas, Reebok, Converse and Vans

ISSUE 447
21st July 2023

https://www.sharplesschool.co.uk/inspirational-school-honoured-in-prestigious-pearson-national-teaching-awards/


- Make-up, jewellery and nail varnish must not be worn for school.  If ears are 
already pierced, one small, plain stud may be worn in each earlobe

For full details of our Uniform Policy, please refer to the school website ? 
https://www.sharplesschool.co.uk/policies/

In the ?Information? section on the website you will also find Information Packs which 
contain a wealth of useful information to support you in the new academic year.

I would also like to remind you that the school day is extended until 3.15pm from 
September in line with Department of Education requirements. The school bus 
companies have been informed and the times of their services will be adjusted 
accordingly.

Finally, I would like to thank you for your continued support for our school, and remind 
you of the following key dates:

- Year 7 students will start on Tuesday 5, September, they should arrive no later 
than 8.40am to ensure a prompt start to the school day at 8.45am

- All other year groups (Y8-Y11) will return on Wednesday 6, September, they 
should arrive no later than 8.40am to ensure a prompt start to the school day at 
8.45am

I hope you have a safe and restful summer and I look forward to welcoming your child 
back to Sharples for the start of the new school year.

Yours sincerely

 Ms A Webster
Headteacher

 Click here to view the original letter as a PDF.

Summer Reading Chal lenge

If you're bored this summer then why not have a go at our Summer Reading Challenge! 
There are a multitude of challenges for you to complete in this booklet and all are worth 
different points. If you would like to participate, either print or make a copy of this 
booklet electronically and then send it to your English teachers in September. You will 
be put into a raffle to win an Amazon Kindle once all entries are in. Deadline is Friday 
8th September. Happy Reading!
Click here to download the presentation.

https://www.sharplesschool.co.uk/policies/
https://www.sharplesschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/LetterEndOfSummerTermJuly2023a.pdf
https://www.sharplesschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/LetterEndOfSummerTermJuly2023a.pdf
https://www.sharplesschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/LetterEndOfSummerTermJuly2023a.pdf
https://www.sharplesschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/LetterEndOfSummerTermJuly2023a.pdf
https://www.sharplesschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/LetterEndOfSummerTermJuly2023a.pdf
https://www.sharplesschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/LetterEndOfSummerTermJuly2023a.pdf
https://www.sharplesschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/LetterEndOfSummerTermJuly2023a.pdf
https://www.sharplesschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/LetterEndOfSummerTermJuly2023a.pdf
https://www.sharplesschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/LetterEndOfSummerTermJuly2023a.pdf
https://www.sharplesschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/LetterEndOfSummerTermJuly2023a.pdf
https://www.sharplesschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/SummerReadingChallengeJuly2023a.pptx
https://www.sharplesschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/SummerReadingChallengeJuly2023a.pptx
https://www.sharplesschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/SummerReadingChallengeJuly2023a.pptx
https://www.sharplesschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/SummerReadingChallengeJuly2023a.pptx
https://www.sharplesschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/SummerReadingChallengeJuly2023a.pptx
https://www.sharplesschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/SummerReadingChallengeJuly2023a.pptx


Sport s Day 2023

Last Thursday was the Sharples Sports Day for 2023 and what a fantastic day it was! 
Every student in Years 7-10 participated in several forms of activity throughout the day 
and it was great to see so many smiling faces.

There was lots of competition in the much anticipated Inter-form Football & Rounders, 
with each form competing to reach the finals day which were held on Thursday 20th.

There were lots of students that chose to take part in Benchball games with other forms 
whilst some others preferred to showcase their dancing skills in the Sports Hall with 
Just Dance. Dodgeball was extremely busy all day with Mr Myers having to apply a 
cutoff for students as there were too many wanting to play!

Outside on the field there were inflatables with lots of students competing to reach the 
end of the assault course first whilst taking many tumbles along the way! There was 
also an ice-cream van where there wasn?t a point in the day where there were less than 
20 people queuing! We think lots of you enjoyed this judging by the amount of ice 
cream round students? mouths! At the bottom of the field was a new addition this year, 
Foot Golf, where students can compete against each other to get round the course in 
the least amount of shots. It was great to see so many of you enjoy this activity.

The main aim of Sports Day was mass participation. We have achieved that with every 
student taking part in some form of physical activity for at least half of the school day. 
Maybe the best part of the day would be the weather, as it had rained all week apart 
from Sports Day! Although I think Blackpool had enough rain for both days combined 
on Friday?

The PE Department would like to thank all of the members of staff that assisted in 
Sports Day and made it into the success it was. 

Mr Charlton has created a video to show the great time our students had throughout the 
day! Click here to view it.

We already cannot wait for Sports Day 2024.

Well done, Team Sharples!
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Sharples Baccalaureat e

It has been fantastic to see the number of Year 7 students enjoying the selection of 
clubs that have been on offer since the start of September. Over 40 clubs have been 
available including: STEM, textiles, chess, performing arts and jewellery club to name a 
few! Each time a student attended a club they received a point that contributed 
towards their Sharples Baccalaureate. Students could gain a bronze, silver or gold 
award at the end of each term depending on how many points were collected. The 
number required to gain each award was also increased after every term. Across the 
whole year, more than 16,000 points were collected with 210 students achieving at 
least one bronze award since the start of the academic year! 

This term points were increased to an all t ime high! To gain a bronze award, 15 points 
were needed, silver required 25 with gold needing 35! A platinum award was also 
introduced this term for those who collected over 40 points. With the incentives of 
rewards and prizes, commitment and attendance at clubs has been fantastic this term 
and this was evident on Thursday afternoon where over 50 students were treated to two 
free periods full of activities and treats! Straight after lunch, those who gained their 
platinum award had the afternoon off, where they had the option of craft making, pool, 
football, Nintendo Switch and many other games! 

Year 7 have shown amazing dedication to clubs since September and we hope the new 
year group have the same enthusiasm! Brand new to this year, we also appointed 20 
Sharples Bacc ambassadors who will help lead the programme into Year 8 and support 
the new group of Year 7?s.

Thank you to all the staff who have organised clubs at lunchtimes and afterschool to 
ensure Year 7 had a fantastic extra-curricular programme!



Science Enrichment  Newslet t er

It has been a fantastic year for science enrichment at Sharples. With clubs, trips, events 
and a range of other activities, students have had the opportunity to develop their 
scientific curiosity beyond the classroom. 

Below are a selection of highlights from this academic year. 

Science Show

The year kicked off with an amazing science show put on by the science teachers, with 
fantastic support from the science technicians. Students were amazed by a vast array 
of demonstrations from instantly freezing ice-cream to making bottle rockets.

Primary school visi t s

Throughout the year, students from local primaries (pictured on the next page) have 
been invited into Sharples to do a vast range of activities. Whether it be learning about 
space and visiting the Sharples Observatory or getting to use a science laboratory to 
explore light and sound, the students were amazed by the activities on offer.  



Clubs

The attendance and participation of the STEM Club (pictured above) has been fantastic 
all year. Students have had the opportunity to do some incredible activities. 

In the Astronomy club, students worked tirelessly to create a model space probe, they 
learned about how asteroid impacts have shaped the lunar surface and made horizontal 
launching rockets. 

STEM Week

Students competed to create the best 
marble run and elevator pitch, science 
carousel, learned how to handle 
chickens and were treated to the Food 
Showdown. 

Jodrel l  Bank

Astronomy students were amazed by the 
enormous radio telescope at Jodrell 
Bank (pictured right), and were amazed 
by the incredible discoveries that were 
possible through using radio arrays. 



Smi t hi l ls Farm

Animal Care students were able to put all 
their skills and knowledge to the test by 
having hands-on experience at Smithills 
farm. (pictured right) 

Chest er Zoo

Another fantastic trip was to Chester Zoo, 
where students met an incredible range of 
exotic animals, and entered a fact file 
competition. 

Sharples School animals

This year, we have been home to a hamster, 
two guinea pigs, a snake and three rats! 

Ponies

Animal Care students were given a further opportunity to interact with larger animals 
when 2 ponies visited the school (shown above). Students were shown how to brush, 
feed and care for the ponies and then took them for a walk around the fields. 

Chicks

For three weeks, Sharples played mother hen to a group of eggs, before it was time for 
hatching. In total, ten chicks hatched and were then named by the students. 



Lego Robot ics compet i t ion

Sherjeel and Hatim represented the school brilliantly in the Lego Robotics competition, 
winning the regional heat to make it to the national final. 

Minesweeper compet i t ion

In the final week of term, the Sharples team of Cherie, Lawrence, Zahra, Angus and 
Abby went to the University of Manchester to compete in a Minesweeper competition. 
The students built and used their robot EROL (Excellent Revealer of Landmines). They 
came 4th in the navigation challenge, before finishing 3rd in the presentation and then 
came 1st in the metal detection challenge, identifying all 8 objects correctly.
Mr. Fowlds - Science Enrichment Coordinator



Sport s Report



The inter-form football finals were played yesterday for years 7-10 with students 
supporting from the sideline. The matches were very competitive and students enjoyed 
watching their peers with some games decided by a dramatic penalty shoot out. 
Congratulations to all our winning forms, some of whom are pictured on the previous 
page. 

Sport s Present at ion

It was a special week for the PE department who hosted a sports presentation, inviting 
171 students to attend the event. It was a fantastic occasion to reward both individual 
and team achievements in sport from throughout the year. The commitment towards 
extra curricular PE has been superb and students deserved to be recognised for their 
participation. Click here to watch a compilation of photos highlighting some of the 
outstanding achievements from the year.

It was a wonderful occasion which saw many of our students collect trophies and 
medals to celebrate their achievements. Team captains were asked to deliver a short 
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speech summarising the best moments from the season. It was a delight to see them 
standing at the front and speaking so confidently to their peers, who listened 
attentively throughout. 

The evening concluded with a momentous finale as Sharples announced their first ever 
sports captains. A huge congratulations to Year 10 students Cherie U and Raif M who 
will now undoubtedly inspire and motivate our younger students. Please click here to 
see footage from our sports presentation ceremony.

Thursday 24th August: 
GCSE Results Day

Tuesday 29th August 
to Friday 1st 
September: 

Summer School

Tuesday 5th 
September:

Year 7 students ONLY

Wednesday 6th 
September:

ALL YEAR GROUPS IN

Dat es for your Diary
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