
Let t er t o Parent s Regarding At t endance
Dear Parent/Carer,

Happy New Year, it is fantastic to have the students back in school and I would like to 
take the opportunity to send a reminder about our attendance expectations and our 
policies and procedures in relation to student absence.

Attendance at school is important and recent research shows pupils with the highest 
rates of with the highest attainment at the end of key stage 4 have higher rates of 
attendance over the key stage. Missing school for even a day can mean a child is less 
likely to achieve good grades, which can have a damaging effect on their life chances. 
At Sharples we encourage all pupils to strive for 100% attendance; every day and every 
lesson counts.

Our aim is to work with parents to ensure that all our pupils receive the most from their 
education and reach their full potential. This letter is to remind all parents/carers 
regarding the law that requires them to ensure that their child attends school regularly. 
All schools in the country must follow Department for Education guidance regarding 
attendance and it clearly states that no child should miss school apart from in 
exceptional circumstances and schools must continue to take steps to reduce absence 
to support children?s attainment. Dental and medical appointments should be made 
outside of school hours where possible.

If your child is unable to attend school for any reason, for safeguarding purposes, it is 
imperative that you phone school or email attendance@sharplesschool.co.uk before 
9.30am to inform us.

When absence first becomes a concern, Sharples will send an attendance letter to 
parents / carers. If absence continues, we will invite you in for a meeting with the 
school to put an action plan in place to improve attendance.

If there are any issues preventing attendance, please communicate with us.

I hope we can count on your support in this matter, please do not hesitate to contact 
me if you have any questions.

Yours faithfully

Mrs C.Wood
Assistant Headteacher

 Click here to view the original letter as a PDF.
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Science Enrichment  Newslet t er

Educake

Well done to the Year 11 students who completed their latest Science home learning 
activity. As the countdown towards GCSEs begins, it is important to make use of the 
variety of revision opportunities available. Why not try setting yourself a quiz on 
Educake to support your revision. 

A particular congratulations to Humna S, Imaan H and Rachel C, who were the highest 
achievers on this week?s quiz. 

STEM club

This week in the KS3 science club, pupils were creating slime!! Not any old slime but a 



An Inspect or Cal ls Live

On Tuesday evening, 15 of our eager 
Year 10 students were given the 
opportunity to go and watch a live 
performance of An Inspector Calls at The 
Lowry Theatre. Our  students thoroughly 
enjoyed the twist, turns and even 
immersivity of the experience. Hailed as 
the theatrical event of its generation, 
the performance did not disappoint!

uniquely blended mix, with dyes used to create a strikingly distasteful colour (as 
highlighted on the previous page). Pupils worked hard mixing the ingredients to attain 
the optimum consistency. Hats off to all those who managed to get to grips with the 
slimy project!

Science career of  t he week

This week?s career is Radiographer. Radiographers take images of the insides of 
patients? bodies to diagnose injury or disease. Information about experience 
opportunities, providers, entry requirements and much more can be found here: Science 
career of the Week 

Please speak to Mr. Burke, who will provide you with more information about this, or 
any other, science career.

Space News

On Monday evening, the first satellite launched from the UK was attempted from 
Spaceport Cornwall. Unfortunately, the mission did not go as planned as the launcher 
suffered an anomaly. The failure resulted in the loss of nine satellites. However, the 
carrier plane and all crew members returned safely.

Before the launch, Ian Annett, deputy CEO of the U.K. Space Agency said, ?The space 
industry is worth around £6.5 billion annually for the U.K. economy. As a country, we 
build more satellites than anywhere else outside of the U.S. So it helps to develop an 
end-to-end capability so that we can do everything." Despite this set back, the UK 
continues to grow as a leading nation in Space science. 

Mr. Fowlds - Science Enrichment Coordinator
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Year 9 and 10 Foot bal l  Team

A combined Year 9 and 10 team (pictured above) travelled to Essa Academy this week 
for their first game of the year. The team showed no sign of rustiness after the 
Christmas break and registered an incredible 8-0 win. Sharples were dominant from 
start to finish in what was a fantastic all round team performance. Aashan S scored 2, 
Haruna added another 2 goals to his tally for the season, Solomon, Yusuf I, Joe T and 
David M all scored. On debut for Sharples was David M who had a very good game.



At t endance Informat ion
Reporting an absence:

If your child is too ill to attend school, please contact the school before 
9.30am with full details of your child?s illness/symptoms. The attendance 
email is the easiest way to contact school as the phone line can get very 
busy.

The school attendance email is: attendance@sharplesschool.co.uk

If we are unable to make contact and you do not provide a reason for your 
child?s absence, this absence will be recorded as unauthorised.

At t endance Dat a

240 pupils have achieved 100% this academic year

Dat es for your 
Diary

Monday 16th 
January to  Friday 
27th January: 
Year 9 Exams

W/C Monday 16th 
January: Year 11 
PPEs (English 
Language and 
Literature)

Wednesday 18th 
January: The 
Alchemist Chef 
visit

Year Groups attendance this week:
Year 7 = 96.38%
Year 8 = 94.39%
Year 9 = 95.32%
Year 10 = 93.04%
Year 11 = 92.79%

Best forms this week: 
7Ples 4, 7Shar4 & 7Shar5  = 100%

8R = 97.48%
9P = 98.57%

10P1 = 98.57%
11S1 = 100%
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