
Year 9 Sevi l le Trip 2022

Last week, 52 Year 9 students visited our partner 
school (Punta del Verde) in Seville thanks to the 
money awarded by the Turing Scheme. This is a 
government-funded scheme that we applied for in 
April 2021. It was a jam-packed week of activities, 
from sight-seeing to bowling, a factory visit and a 
treasure hunt. 

Pupils have been working with their pen pals in 
Seville since last academic year, and they finally 
managed to put a face to the name they had been 
communicating with for so long. The Spanish school 
gave us a guided tour of the city on the first day, 
explaining the history behind the street names. 
Pupils also visited the aquarium, and were thrilled to 
see sharks and turtles. There were plenty of photo 
opportunities.
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On the second day, pupils learned about how dried fruits, a popular snack in Seville, are 
produced and packaged. Their Spanish skills were put to the test as the tour was given 
exclusively in Spanish. We also visited our partner school and, in the afternoon, we were 
joined by some of our Spanish pen pals for a memorable game of bowling (pictured 
below along with the classroom). In addition, when we returned to the hotel, the pupils 
had the chance to play with a member of the under 16s Real Betis football team, as the 
Spanish players are educated in our partner school whilst they train and play for the 
team. Solomon even received a signed shirt and Mudather was pleased as the player 
?taught us some new skills?.

For our final day, pupils were treated to a treasure hunt in María Luisa park. The park is 
famous as it is featured in the TV series Game of Thrones and in the Star Wars films. Our 
Spanish partner school created a map and clues for our pupils to follow, and the pupils 
were in groups with some of their Spanish penpals. Following this experience, Daniel 
said:

?My favourite memory was when I went to the park and we got to explore on our own 
and we made Spanish friends?.

We went on a boat trip in the afternoon and Safa was impressed, saying ?we got to see 
some of the most majestic scenery on the river?. In the evening, pupils experienced a 
real Spanish tapas restaurant. Despite some apprehension about trying new foods at 



first, many pupils, such as Aliya, said that their favourite memory was the special tapas 
meal as ?I tried new cultural food?.

We were very fortunate to have all these experiences, facilitated by the brilliant 
teachers at Punta del Verde. The pupils learned not only about the Spanish language 
and culture, but they also developed resilience, independence and confidence trying 
new things and being out of their comfort zone. Talal summarised the experience by 
saying ?It was an unforgettable experience and I would like to keep in touch with the 
Spanish people?.



Pupi ls Progress in Annual Mat hs Chal lenge

The Maths department are happy to announce that eight of our Year 9 students have 
progressed through to the penultimate stage of Edge Hill's University annual Mathematics 
Challenge. The challenge provides pupils with the opportunity to tackle engaging 
mathematical activities while developing teamwork and communication skills. 
Congratulations to the Pi Eaters team - Izzy W, Jo W, Raen H, Jacob D and Josh C and the Pi 
team - Molly W, Maria S and Kyle G for making it so far. Pupils are now busy working on 
their entries to see if they make it to the finals to present their solutions to a panel of 
judges. Good luck!

Science Enrichment  - St ar Wars Day 2022
Wednesday was Star Wars Day: May the 4th be with you? which saw some 
of our students exploring Science vs Cinema: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=civezgeYtMo

Astrophysicist Andy Howell looks at the original Star Wars and how it has 
inspired real science and technology, along with what might actually be 
scientifically possible a long time ago in a galaxy far, far away.

Please click the link for more information about Star Wars Day 2022: 
https://www.starwars.com/star-wars-day

Mr J. Harding - Science Enrichment Coordinator

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=civezgeYtMo
https://www.starwars.com/star-wars-day 




At t endance Informat ion

Reporting an absence:

If your child is too ill to attend school, please contact the school before 9.30am with 
full details of your child?s illness/symptoms. The attendance email is the easiest 
way to contact school as the phone line can get very busy.

The school attendance email is: attendance@sharplesschool.co.uk

If we are unable to make contact and you do not provide a reason for your child?s 
absence, this absence will be recorded as unauthorised.

At t endance Dat a

139 pupils have achieved 100% this academic year

Dat e for your 
Diary

Friday 13th May to  
Sunday 15th May  
- Year 10 Silver 
Practice Expedition

Monday 16th May 
to Friday 24th June 
- GCSE Exam 
Window

Monday 30th May 
to Friday 3rd June 
- May Halfterm 
Holiday

Year Groups attendance this week:
Year 7 = 93.38%
Year 8 = 93.35%
Year 9 = 93.41%
Year 10 = 91.35%
Year 11 = 90.86%

Best forms this week: 
7R & 7A = 100%

8H = 96.58% 
9P = 98.57%

10S1 = 99.29%
11S = 98.73%
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