
Let t er Regarding Social  Media

Dear Parent/Carer,

I am writing to you to clarify the school?s approach to the misuse of social media. With an 
increasing number of students having access to technology, issues with the misuse of 
social media by school age children are increasing. To minimise incidents in school we 
have a zero tolerance on the use of mobile phones on the school grounds.

If any aspect of ICT is misused in the school or using our equipment we will identify and 
address this misuse. Fortunately, this type of misuse is incredibly rare and this is helped by 
the fact that students are not able to access any social media sites on our network.

Indeed, most of the inappropriate use of the internet is done from home or on students? 
mobile devices during evenings, weekends and holidays. This makes it very difficult for 
schools to investigate and take action.

The responsibility for monitoring a child?s use of social media, or indeed the internet in 
general, must lie with parents/guardians. We strongly encourage you to discuss issues 
around this with your child. It is also worth noting the age limits for Facebook, Instagram, 
Whatsapp, Snapchat and TikTok, further information regarding these can be found on our 
recent newsletters and our website: https://www.sharplesschool.co.uk/pastoral-support/.

If your child is the victim of inappropriate use then we strongly recommend that you, as a 
parent/guardian, report the matter to both the social media service and to the police. 
However, to support you and your child the school will:

- Continue, through PSHE and assemblies, to educate students of the dangers of 
inappropriate use of the internet
- Continue to monitor the use of any form of ICT in normal school hours and the use of the 
school email system at all t imes, and will deal with anything deemed inappropriate
- Refer anything that we believe could be defined as, or could potentially lead to, a Child 
Protection issue to the appropriate external agencies
- Continue to support parents with advice on how to tackle inappropriate use either by their 
own child or others

I hope that you find this information useful and by working together, as outlined in this 
letter, I trust that we can keep all our students safe and well.

Yours faithfully,

Mrs C. Wood

Assistant Headteacher (Behaviour, Safety and Ethos)

Click here to view this letter as the original PDF.
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Mat hemat ical  Sequences

This week Year 9 have been working on sequences in their maths lessons. As part of this 
students have looked at the Fibonacci Sequence - a sequence which can be found all 
throughout nature. We took this opportunity to look at the Golden Spiral which is 
created by using the Fibonacci Sequence. Some amazing pieces of work were produced 
and the Year 9s really enjoyed the chance to get creative during maths! Work pictured 
above is by Ellie Mae B.



UKMT Junior Mat hemat ical  Chal lenge

On Wednesday 127 Year 8 students took part in the national UKMT Junior Mathematical 
Challenge.The challenge consists of 25 multiple-choice questions that encourage 
mathematical reasoning, precision of thought, and fluency in using basic mathematical 
techniques to solve interesting problems. The problems on the Junior Mathematical 
Challenge are designed to make students think. Most are accessible, yet still challenge 
those with more experience.
All students who took part in the challenge will receive a Certificate of Participation. 
Students who score within the top 50% nationally will receive Bronze, Silver or Gold 
certificates depending on their scores and the student that performs the 'best in school' 
will receive a badge on their certificate to denote this. In addition there may be an 
opportunity for students who are among the highest performers nationally to take part 
in regional or national competitions against other schools.



Engl ish Depart ment 's St ars of  t he Week

Work of  t he week

Year 7
Essa M has done some brilliant improvement work on his persuasive writing task. Click 
here to view the piece of work.

Year 8
Lexi E has done some great work on exploring quotations in Macbeth. Click here to view 
the piece of work.

Year 9
Umamah K has written a great review. Click here to view the first page and here for the 
second page.

Year 10
Habiba S has written  an excellent analytical piece on Romeo and Juliet. Click here to 
view the first page, here to view the second and here for the third page.

Year 11
Logan T has written an excellent persuasive letter. Click here to view the first page and 
here for the second page.

Readers of  t he Week

Year 7
Lewis H for reading with more fluency.

Year 8
Macauley B for reading a lengthy and difficult Macbeth role.

Year 9
Bethany K for discussing her reading of Mary Shelley with passion.

Year 10
Finley T for his reading of Tybalt.

Year 11
Fatima M for confidently reading her own work to the class.
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Science Enrichment  - Women?s Hist ory Mont h

Last month was Women?s History Month and so the Science team ran a creative bunting 
competition for our younger students to celebrate the contributions of female 
Scientists throughout history.

Congratulations to the winners, Abigaelle (1st), Umamah (2nd) and Hatim (3rd) who 
received a bag of chocolates and Sharples goodies!

Please click the link for more information about Women?s History Month: 
https://womenshistorymonth.gov/ 

Mr J. Harding - Science Enrichment Coordinator

https://womenshistorymonth.gov/ 


I ce Hockey Success

Year 10 Student Abbie A won all of her weekend Ice Hockey games against Milton 
Keynes Falcons, Sheffield Shadows and Blackburn Hawks respectively. Abbie plays for 
Manchester Storm Juniors & Nottingham Vipers and achieved great success last 
weekend. This is another great example of PE, Health & Character in a sport which may 
not be familiar to some!

Well done Abbie and keep up the fantastic work!

If there are any other students that take part in any physical activity or sports outside 
of school, please send pictures and details of these to your PE Teachers and we would be 
happy to show these off on our Twitter & in the Newsletter!





At t endance Informat ion

Reporting an absence:

If your child is too ill to attend school, please contact the school before 9.30am with 
full details of your child?s illness/symptoms. The attendance email is the easiest 
way to contact school as the phone line can get very busy.

The school attendance email is: attendance@sharplesschool.co.uk

If we are unable to make contact and you do not provide a reason for your child?s 
absence, this absence will be recorded as unauthorised.

At t endance Dat a

146 pupils have achieved 100% this academic year

Dat e for your 
Diary

Monday 2nd May -
Bank Holiday 
(School closed)

Tuesday 3rd May -
Staff Training Day 
(School closed to 
students)

Thursday 5th May 
- Year 9 Parent's 
Evening (4:00 ? 
7:00pm)

Year Groups attendance this week:
Year 7 = 95.55%
Year 8 = 95.97%
Year 9 = 94.62%
Year 10 = 95.18%

Year 11 = 93.34%

Best forms this week: 
7H = 98.67%
8P1 = 99.64%
9H = 99.06%
10H = 98.67%
11L = 100%
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