
At t endance Informat ion Let t er

Dear Parent/Carer,

I wanted to take the opportunity to send a reminder about our attendance expectations 
and our policies and procedures in relation to student absence. 

Attendance at school is important and research shows missing school for even a day can 
mean a child is less likely to achieve good grades, which can have a damaging effect on 
their life chances. At Sharples we encourage all pupils to strive for 100% attendance; every 
day and every lesson counts.

Our aim is to work with parents to ensure that all our pupils receive the most from their 
education and reach their full potential. This letter is to remind all parents/carers 
regarding the law that requires them to ensure that their child attends school regularly. 
All schools in the country must follow Department for Education guidance regarding 
attendance and it clearly states that no child should miss school apart from in exceptional 
circumstances and schools must continue to take steps to reduce absence to support 
children?s attainment. Dental and medical appointments should be made outside of 
school hours where possible.

If your child is unable to attend school for any reason, for safeguarding purposes, it is 
imperative that you phone school or email attendance@sharplesschool.co.uk before 
9.30am to inform us. 

When absence first becomes a concern, Sharples will send an attendance letter to parents 
/ carers. If absence continues, we will invite you in for a meeting with the school to put an 
action plan in place to improve attendance. 

If there are any issues preventing attendance, please communicate with us.

I hope we can count on your support in this matter, please do not hesitate to contact me if 
you have any questions. 

Yours faithfully

Ms C Wood
Assistant Headteacher

Click here to view the original PDF letter.
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Engl ish Depart ment ?s St ars of  t he Week

Work of  t he Week

Year 7
Elliot Simpson has written a great poem this week. Click here to view it.

Year 8
Aamina Patel has done some great character analysis on the character of Macbeth and 
Lady Macbeth. Click here for page 1 and here for page 2.

Year 9
Zeb Patel has written a fantastic beginning to a story. Click here to read it.

Year 10
Sara Khalil has written a great poetry essay. Click here to read it.

Year 11
Maria Price, Karishma Gilligan and Aaliyah Buksh have worked together to create a 
visual depiction of Cozy Apologia. Click here to view it.

Readers of  t he Week

Year 7
Aamirah Mallu for her efforts reading Animal Farm

Year 8
Darci Byrne for  actively reading with passion

Year 9
Jacob Davies for his efforts decoding a speech by Pankhurst.

Year 10
Year 10 are on Work Experience this week.

Year 11
Joe Robinson for reading poetry with good understanding.
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World Book Day

Last Thursday, we celebrated the 25th 
anniversary of World Book Day. The 
day was packed full of World Book Day 
themed lessons, food and even prizes! 

Around 40 of our wonderful members 
of staff decorated their doors with a 
book of their choice. Miss Fairhurst 
even had some wonderful Year 7s to 
help her! From Peter Pan, James and 
the Giant Peach, Wonder and even 
Blue Planet! During form time, our 
Year 7s had to identify which book 
each door was decorated as.

Our canteen invited us to ?be their 
guest? special menu featuring Peter 
Rabbit carrot soup, Cloudy with a 
Chance of Meatballs and even Miss 
Trunchbull?s chocolate cake. Luckily 
there were no Bruce Bogtrotters 
amongst our students.

Throughout the day, students were 
given golden tickets for reading aloud 
and 12 lucky winners across Year 7-10 
were given a WBD themed hamper for 
their confident and fluent reading! 
Over 300 tickets were given out on the 
day; we clearly have some brilliant 
readers in our school! A huge well 
done to everyone that won a ticket!



Times Tables Rock St ars - Bat t le of  t he Bands

This week saw the start of Sharples School and Times Tables Rockstars "Battle of the 
Bands". All the maths classes in Year 7 and 8 are competing against each other over 
seven days to see who can achieve the highest number of correct answers per pupil. 
There will be prizes for the top classes in Year 7 and 8. The students with the highest 
score in each class will also receive prizes. The early leaders in Year 7 are Mrs Moosa's 
class, in Year 8 Mr Ryder's class have taken the advantage. Special mentions go to 
Corey (Year 7), Ethan (Year 7), Sherjeel (Year 8) and Tyler (Year 8) who stormed to the top 
of the leaderboard as soon as the competition started on Wednesday morning.



Mat hs Depart ment  Celebrat e Nat ional Careers Week

The Maths department have had a fantastic week celebrating National Careers week! 
Years 7, 8 and 9 have had various activities to complete during their maths lessons that 
have got their business minds working hard! Year 7 had the task to design a school tuck 
shop. Year 8 were challenged with an apprentice style task designing a chocolate 
company as well as their own product. Year 9 have been learning all about the cost of 
living in the real world. All year groups have impressed their teachers with their 
enthusiasm and great ideas!

Additionally, a group of Year 9 and 10s had a fantastic opportunity to take part in an 
Engineering in Careers workshop with a visiting speaker. They really enjoyed getting 
the chance to talk to someone with first hand experience from an engineering 
background.



Science Enrichment

LGBT+ Hist ory Mont h

Last month was LGBT+ History Month and so the Science team 
ran a creative bunting competition for our younger students to 
celebrate the contributions of LGBT+ Scientists throughout 
history.

Congratulations to the winner, Abigaella Nyiraneza 8R, who 
received a bag full of chocolates and Sharples goodies!

Please click the link for more information about LGBT+ History 
Month: https://lgbtplushistorymonth.co.uk/ 

Mr J. Harding - Science Enrichment Coordinator

Science Careers

This week was National Careers Week 2022, and here in the science department we 
were going careers mad!

On Monday morning, Liam Guilfoyle of Cronton College, put on an animal care 
workshop for our Year 9 and 10 animal care students. Liam talked about his career as a 
college animal technician and routes into various animal care careers. He also brought 
some animals in for the students to handle, including, Fatima the Fat-tailed gecko and 
Acacia the python! 

https://lgbtplushistorymonth.co.uk/ 


Year 9 and 10 animal care students also took part in a virtual talk from the Blue Cross 
about careers in animal welfare. Jason Cortis of the Blue Cross, explained to our pupils 
all of the different routes into various animal care careers. When asked about what she 
enjoyed about this event, Leah Keane of year 9 said ?I enjoyed learning about a variety 
of jobs I could get in animal welfare. There were some jobs that I didn?t know existed 
before I went to this event.?

For anyone that may want to work with animals in the future, see the virtual careers 
event this Saturday for free. Please click the link to register: 
https://www.careerswithanimals.co.uk/south/

https://www.careerswithanimals.co.uk/south/


The science department included careers information in their lessons too, with our 
astronomy expert, Mr Harding, explaining some exciting astronomy careers to his 
classes. This was to raise awareness of Astronomy and Astrophysics career paths at all 
levels, with a focus on the up and coming Space sector (currently the fastest growing 



industry in the UK). Students carried out demonstrations to detect exoplanets outside 
of our own Solar System  and determine whether or not they were habitable.

For more information about careers in Science and other STEM subjects, access the 
links below. There are lots of resources and even some virtual Careers fairs from STEM 
learning.

STEM Careers fair

https://www.stem.org.uk/stem-careers-fairs?utm_source=Adestra&utm_medium=
email&utm_term=&utm_content=STEM%20Virtual%20Careers%20Fairs&utm
_campaign=NCW%202022%20-%20Secondary

Siemens UK Education has a variety of free resources linked to careers and the sciences

https://new.siemens.com/uk/en/company/education.html

Science Careers resources

https://www.stem.org.uk/stem-careers/science-careers-support?_ga=
2.50338913.957837386.1646229144-1318569642.1646229144

 

Miss K. Fairhurst- Science Careers Champion
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Year 9 Net bal l  Team Secure 3rd Place at  t he Bolt on Schools Tournament

A huge well done to our Year 9 netball team who took part in the Bolton schools netball 
tournament on Tuesday evening. The girls showcased some of the best netball they 
have played all year. Macey Owen played brilliantly at centre throughout, with Cherie 
Ufuoma receiving girl of the game for every match she played. The group stage 
consisted of 6 games with Sharples winning all but 1 match. They were victorious over 
Canon Slade B, Harper Green, Smithills, St Joseph's and Bolton St Catherine's which 
ensured they came runners-up of their group, securing a semi-final place. After a 
closely fought game and a valiant effort against a strong Canon Slade A team, the girls 
narrowly missed out on the final, losing 11-6. Canon Slade went on to win the 
tournament; Sharples finished 3rd overall. Making the semi-finals out of 14 schools 
across the borough is a fantastic achievement and we are very proud of the squad, 
which consisted of: Cherie Ufuoma (c), Jenna Clarke, Macey Owen, Connie Oliver, D'Arcy 
Kay, Chloe Jackson, Lily-Anne Crompton, Ella Malloy and Aimee Rose Matthews. 
Brilliant effort, girls!





At t endance Informat ion

Report ing an absence: If your child is too ill to attend school, please contact the 
school before 9.30am with full details of your child?s illness/symptoms. The 
attendance email is the easiest way to contact school as the phone line can get very 
busy.
COVID absences: If your child tests positive for COVID, school will need the following 
information: Date symptoms started, date of the test and was it a LFT or PCR.
The school at t endance emai l  i s: at t endance@sharplesschool.co.uk
If we are unable to make contact and you do not provide a reason for your child?s 
absence, this absence will be recorded as unauthorised.

At t endance Dat a

182 pupils have achieved 100% this academic year

Dat e for your 
Diary

Tuesday 22nd 
March - Year 10 
Maths G2G event 
(14:15 ? 15:15)

Thursday 24th 
March - Year 11 
Parent's Evening  
(16:00 ? 19:00)

Monday 28th 
March - Year 8 
UKMT Maths 
Challenge

Year Groups attendance this week:
Year 7 = 96.23%
Year 8 = 94.61%
Year 9 = 93.38%
Year 10 = 97.52%
Year 11 = 92.46%

Best forms this week: 
7P = 99.57%
8H = 99.23% 
9S = 98.15%
10R = 100%

11L = 97.39%
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