
A Massive Welcome Back t o Year 10 St udent s!

Sharples has been open everyday since lockdown began to provide care for the children of Key 
Workers and some of our most vulnerable students. We have maintained this provision during 
the Easter and Whit breaks, even staying open on Bank Holidays.

This week has been special as we have finally been able to reopen the school more widely to 
provide face-to-face learning sessions for groups of Year 10 students.

We have been working hard over the last few weeks to put into place a meticulous plan to ensure 
that our students and staff are as safe as possible when they are in school. We have reorganised 
classrooms to ensure social distancing. We have put up numerous signs to reinforce key safety 
messages and installed hand sanitizer points at all entrances. In addition, we now have outdoor 
hand washing stations across the school site.

The return of Year 10 students has been really positive, and it has been great to see learning 
taking place in our classrooms once again. It feels like a small but positive step on the journey 
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towards getting our school ?back to normal?. We can?t wait to welcome more of you back to 
school over the next few months!

This is what some of our Year 10 students had to say about their return to school:

?The classrooms that we work in have been set up so that each student and teacher can be at 
least two metres away from each other. It is virtually impossible to forget social distancing while 
in school because of all of the signs and the teachers reminding us to keep our distance. It was 
quite obvious that the school has carefully planned out this new system which works well for the 
students and staff at Sharples School.
(Aston Hibbert, 10A) 

?First of all, I really enjoyed being in the school environment and I felt a lot safer after I had 
come to school! Secondly, the lessons were amazing because they helped me to understand the 
things I didn?t understand at home.? 
(Firdaws Adam, 10R)

?We got to speak to the teachers just like you normally would during form time before starting 
our lessons. That was nice because most of us haven?t seen each other in such a long time.The 
lessons were great: we had an hour each of Science, English and Maths. Although we have been 
doing live lessons, it was great to be face-to-face and be able to go into more detail with our 
questions and answers.? 
(Darci Lomax, 10A)

?It was less of a daunting experience since there was a variety of measures put into place to 
guarantee we felt safe. The safety measures put in place made me feel comfortable. It was nice 
to be able to have some face-to-face conversations with teachers and start to return back to 
normal routines.?
(Sara Bhaloda, 10S)

?Before I arrived at school I was feeling a bit afraid and nervous and I think other students felt 
this way as well due to the fact they have not been in school for 12 weeks. We had no idea what it 
was going to be like! During the lesson, I did feel like I was safe and I had nothing to worry about 
as Ms Webster and the other teachers ensured that we were well protected.? 
Bushraa Maroof,10S 

To see and hear more from our students have a look at our new ?Student Voice Blog? on the school 
website.

https://www.sharplesschool.co.uk/student-voice/
https://www.sharplesschool.co.uk/student-voice/
https://www.sharplesschool.co.uk/student-voice/


Sharples Budding Art ist s Given Rare Insight  by Art ist  Kat e Brinkwort h

Year 9 GCSE Art students enjoyed a treat on Wednesday. The incredibly talented artist Kate 
Brinkworth retweeted a Sharples Art tweet and asked if we would like to join her in her art studio 
for a Zoom call. I was so excited to get the meeting set up and provide this experience for our 
Year 9 students and the Year 11 students who are taking art at college.

Kate greeted us with a smile on her face and a cup of tea in her hand. The bright white of the 
studio walls illuminated the glossy photorealistic oil paintings that she is currently working on. 
She immediately made the Zoom call feel warm and friendly. I sat comfortably on my couch in 
awe of the whole experience.

When the students had logged into the Zoom call, Kate gave a friendly hello and started to scan 
her laptop around her spacious studio. She showed our students how to create a still life set up 
and talked through the importance of lighting the objects. From here she showed us the 



commissioned Cola bottle paintings she is currently working on. We were able to see the 
stunning array of colours she uses. It was interesting to hear she doesn?t use much white in her 
work. We must give this technique a try, as we have a joke in the Art Department that our white 
paint is as precious as gold dust, because students use so much! She gave tips on how she uses 
the oil paint on the canvas and discussed the types of paints she buys to make her large-scale 
canvases. 

Year 9 had prepared questions before the Zoom call, so throughout the session we were able to 
find out more personal information which the students can use to develop their artist research 
pages. I sent Kate a few examples of Year 9?s work, as one student wanted to know if Kate had 
any advice on ways in which they could improve their work. She gave some great feedback. What 
an experience to say the artist Kate Brinkworth evaluated my work!

It was interesting to listen to how Kate?s art career began. Students listened to what her day to 
day work life is like as an artist and the ways she sells her work. Myself and Miss Molyneux have 
been pricing up some work to purchase but I think we will have to save for a very long time if we 
want to own a Kate Brinkworth original. 

The live Zoom was a truly impressive experience. We are so grateful that Kate invited Sharples? 
budding artists to give them lots of inspiration for their artwork and future art careers. She has 
said to pass on her details, so I have shared them with the Bolton Hub so other aspiring artists in 
the Bolton area can benefit from meeting Kate. 

I don?t think words can describe how much I enjoyed sharing this interview with our students. It 
has definitely been a memorable moment in my teaching career.
Article by Mrs Fletcher, Head of Art.

Sharples St ars

At the beginning of the summer term we launched our distance learning 
reward system, Sharples St ars. Like the Excellence System that we have 
in school, staff award points for: Academic achievement and effort; 
contributions to the school Community; Excellence and going above and 
beyond in their learning and citizenship. Each week the student with the 
most star points in each year group has received a box of chocolates to 
their home.  The end of term prizes for the top students will include Love 
to Shop Vouchers and our new A.C.E blazer lapel badges to wear with 
pride on their return to school.



See image below for reward details:

We have also launched a series of communi t y chal lenges to inspire our students to make 
positive contributions in their homes and to our school?s wider community. These have been 
shared with all students and staff via school email accounts and on our school Twitter page. The 
intention is that we can still share kindness, happiness, and community spirit despite social 
distancing measures. The challenges have been varied: from respectful rainbows and clapping; 
helpful home chores; neighbourly acts of kindness to fun toilet roll footballing skills and riveting 
reading recommendations. Many of our students and staff have delighted us with their positive 
contributions.

See the final 2 pages of the newsletter for the highlights.



Obst acle Course Chari t y Chal lenge

Our current Sharples Stars community challenge is aimed at raising funds for Bolt on Hospice. 
We have asked students and staff to create a 5-task obstacle course; indoor or outdoor; for fun or 
for fitness and to take photographs or film themselves completing it (see below and the next 
page for pictures of our students taking part in this). The entries will be made into a short video 
and shared on our school Twitter page and on the Bolton Hospice Facebook page.

We have asked those who are able to donate £2 (or whatever they can) directly to Bolton Hospice 
via the following Just Giving page:

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/sharplesschoolcharitychallenge

Please show your support and donate today.

The challenge will last for the whole of June. Some of the fantastic student contributions have 
already been shared on Sharples Twitter; have a look for some inspiration to get involved.

Let ?s come t oget her as a school communi t y t o raise money for a great  cause!

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/sharplesschoolcharitychallenge


Monday 29th June onwards
Year 10 Options Lessons

begin in school

Dat es For Your Diary

Wednesday 1st July
Year 6 Family Quiz Night

via Zoom

Week Beg 13th July
"Virtual" Academic 

Achievement Assemblies 
Year 7-10 everyday
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