Prospectus

‘Students enter the school in the morning with smiles on
their faces, looking forward to the day ahead.’
Ofsted

School Aims
Sharples School encourages its learners
to view education as a‘life-long process’.
Aims:
•
•

•
•
•

•

To be a learning community which promotes a culture of
excellence, equality and high expectations for all;
To raise attainment and enhance learning for the 21st
century through the provision of our specialist subjects
(STEM) within our learning community, meeting the
demands of the constantly evolving digital age;
To develop confident, intelligent, independent and
enterprising learners who take charge of their own destiny;
To constantly strive to raise the aspirations of all our pupils;
To enhance the life chances of all learners; using our
scientific and technological excellence by contributing
to the transformation of education locally and nationally;
To ensure all young people understand the rights and
responsibilities of being an active, caring and valued
member of our school community and the diverse,
dynamic, global society.

‘Parents and carers are extremely positive about
the school’
Ofsted
‘The governing body is actively involved in
ensuring that the school continues to improve’
Ofsted
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Welcome to
Sharples School
A Science Specialist College
Choosing a secondary school for your child is one of the most important
decisions you will ever make. This prospectus is aimed at providing you with
as much information as possible to help you make this decision.
Our motto is ‘Learn, Dream, Achieve’. We have high expectations for our pupils and aim to nurture in
them a self-belief that will enable them to achieve their best and realise their dreams and ambitions
through hard work and involving themselves fully in what school has to offer them.
We are proud to be the only Specialist Science College in Bolton. Our focus is on high academic
standards and providing a first-rate, all round education for children of all abilities. Teachers are highly
qualified and our facilities are well maintained with excellent ICT resources.
Our most recent Ofsted report (May 2019) stated that Sharples is a good school. The inspectors
witnessed what I see every day, which is that Sharples is a caring, inclusive learning community where
pupils achieve well. The Ofsted report also recognises that the school motto ‘Learn, dream, achieve’
lies at the heart of everything we do and that our staff go the ‘extra mile’ to support all students.
Staff and pupils are proud of the school and our aim is to be an outstanding school. Outcomes are
improving year on year and pupil progress is excellent. The vast majority of Sharples pupils go onto
further education at 16 and large numbers enter higher education at 18.
The school’s ethos is friendly, caring and disciplined, focused on the school behaviour code of the 4Cs
- Courtesy, Consideration, Co-operation and Common Sense. We encourage pupils to be involved in a
wide range of activities, for example:
•
•
•
•

STEM Club (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths).
Sport - traditional sports to the more contemporary, e.g. Futsal, cricket and swimming.
Music - we offer a range of subsidised instrumental lessons and our choir and Samba band are
both highly acclaimed, making frequent performances
across Bolton and further afield.
Drama - annual productions and regular workshops with
local primary schools.

We believe education should be a challenging and enjoyable
experience, where hard work and a desire to achieve the very
best bring their own rewards. We support our pupils to gain the
high value qualifications they need for further education
and life after school.
A warm welcome awaits you at Sharples School.

Ms. A. Webster
Headteacher
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‘Everyone is equal here
and we all look after each other’
Ofsted

‘Students display an exceptional
generosity of spirit’
Ofsted
‘Every student is provided
with the building blocks they
need to be successful.’
Ofsted

A caring school

‘The school promotes
students’ spiritual, moral,
social and cultural development
outstandingly well’
Ofsted

Every child matters at Sharples School.
We are committed to providing an inclusive
learning environment in which diversity is
encouraged and celebrated and every child
is valued. We will support your child on their
learning journey as they grow and develop
as a unique individual. Supporting the
development of your child into a confident,
well rounded adult underpins everything we
do at Sharples School.
Inclusion

We believe in fair access to a broad and balanced
curriculum for all learners regardless of ability. The
learning experience at Sharples School is child-centred,
flexible and consistent in co-ordinating high quality
support. We are focused on helping all our learners to
develop, achieve and participate fully in the life of the
school.
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Pupil Voice
Student Affairs Committee
The views of learners are integral to the
learning experience at Sharples School.

‘Students show immense
pride in their school’
Ofsted

Our energetic Student Affairs Committee makes a vital
contribution to the learning environment and works
tirelessly to ensure learners’ views are heard and acted
upon. Learners are actively encouraged to become
involved with the work of the Student Affairs Committee
which has represenatives in all year groups. Our student
body is also proud of our school leaders who wear their
‘gold ties’ to identify them as positive role models for
their peers to emulate.

Community
Our aim is to place Sharples School at the heart
of our community to work together in partnership
for the benefit of all.
We work hard to establish and maintain our strong links with the
local and wider community. We are continuously seeking new ways
to involve the community in the Sharples learning experience and
to enable our learners to play an active role in the community.
In an increasingly global community, we encourage our
learners to see themselves as important members of local,
national and global communities.
To develop community links, Sharples has:
• Enhanced transition activities with all our local
primary schools;
• Provided our learners with access to a wide range of
additional resources to further broaden their curriculum
with external partners such as The Ogden Trust;
• Developed strong links with different sixth form and further
education colleges to ensure the best match for learners’
post-16 needs;
• Formed partnerships with local universities to enhance and
enrich the learning experience.
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‘Community cohesion
is good’
Ofsted

Transition
A successful transition is an important first step in helping your child
achieve their full potential. At Sharples School we aim to provide a
structured and well planned transition in order to ease pupils through
this exciting phase of their lives.
We aim:
•
•
•
•

To make sure each child is happy when they move from their primary school to Sharples;
To support parents in preparing for the move from primary to secondary school;
To encourage each child to become more independent;
To ensure that any relevant information from the primary school or outside agencies is
acknowledged and acted upon.

We use a range of strategies to help ease the transition process and ensure
it is successful, These include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

An open invitation for parents to come in and tour the school;
Taster days and activities for year 5 and 6 pupils;
Enrichment programmes for Year 5 and 6 pupils delivered by our staff;
Regular visits to primary schools by members of staff;
English and Maths masterclasses and science shows for primary schools,
delivered by our specialist teachers;
Two transition teachers who are qualified to teach from year 5 to year 9;
Free invitations to our annual production;
Open evening and open days for potential new pupils and their families;
Unique graduation activity from Year 6 to 7, featuring The Tie
Ceremony;
Freshers’ Week led by our prefect school leaders to assist new pupil with the settling in process.
We are always happy to discuss with parents/carers additional support any child needs in order
to ensure transition is as
successful as possible.
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Academic Success
Achievement and progress are central to the vibrant learning culture at Sharples
School.
We have very high expectations for pupils and staff alike at Sharples. Academic success is at the
heart of everything we do. There is an ethos of hard work and no excuses, as we encourage pupils to
be the best they can be in our ‘100% classrooms’.
Rigorous assessments are carried out in all subjects to ensure pupil progress is carefully tracked
from Years 7 -11 to secure improvement. Early identification of
underperformance allows for immediate intervention to ensure all children achieve their full
academic potential.

Our inclusive, learner-centred curriculum has been designed to support our
pupils in their development as successful lifelong learners, confident individuals
and responsible citizens.
Literacy, numeracy and computing are central to learning at Sharples. The development of these
core skills, combined with exciting, engaging lessons leading to a broad range of qualifications,
will ensure your child is equipped to succeed, whatever pathway they choose on leaving Sharples.
Diversity and choice in the Sharples curriculum promote:
• Academic achievement;
• Creative and critical thinking;
• Community identity;
• Cultural diversity;
• Healthy lifestyle;
• New technologies.
The learning experience at Sharples is enhanced by a broad range of extracurricular learning
activities across the curriculum and through our extensive range of visits and activities, many
of which will give your child the opportunity to travel overseas, such as our Year 11 revision trip
to Barcelona and the History Battlefields trip to France.

“

I’d like to pass on my thanks to the school and it’s
teachers for my education. It has set me up for life
with the Maths and Science skills that I use in my
every day work life.
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”

Andy Broadhurst,
Former pupil now living in the U.S.

Science Specialism
STEM
Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths.
Over the last 40 years, we have established ourselves as the leading provider of
STEM pathways for young people. Sharples is the only Science Specialist College
in Bolton and this status is something that we are very proud of.
Sharples excels in the sciences and other STEM subjects. Our specialist science status means we
are able to focus resources and expertise in these areas. With outstanding specialists in Biology,
Chemistry, Physics, Maths, Engineering and Technology, we have a long-established history of
success in the sciences and results improve year on year.
We use the STEM subjects of Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths as a driving force to raise
standards across the school in achievement, teaching and learning, but most importantly we foster a
love of learning in our students.
We currently offer the prestigious Triple Award Science alongside the Double award and Vocational
Science; GCSE Astronomy, Maths, Statistics and Further Maths; Computer Science; Animal Care and
a range of Design Technology subjects. Our new course in Engineering will see the STEM discipline
united and will help to meet the greatly increased demand for engineers in the UK.
Technology, Science and Maths clubs take place in school every week and include our very popular
Dissection Club for budding veterinarians and medics!
We have a suite of state of the art laboratories to complement our specialist science status,including
our unique Sharples Community observatory to support Astronomy GCSE and the Bolton
Astronomical Society which holds Star parties at Sharples School.

‘The science specialism has
a strong impact’
Ofsted
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‘The leadership and
management of teaching
are a major strength’
Ofsted

‘Attainment is high overall
many students make
outstanding progress’
Ofsted

‘Progress in Science is
particularly impressive’
Ofsted

‘Progression to further
education or training is high’
Ofsted

‘Students behave
outstandingly well’
Ofsted
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The Sharples Baccalaureate
The Sharples Baccalaureate
At Sharples School we believe that a powerful curriculum also
provides students with opportunities to develop their character as well as
their minds. From those students that aspire to access the best universities
to those wishing to take their dream job, a person must have developed
the skills that make them stand out from the crowd. Part of this is also
encouraging our students to see themselves as a positive influence on their
wider community, this is also actively encouraged throughout a child’s time
here at the school.
We are proud to announce the development of our very own Key Stage 3 Sharples Baccalaureate
programme that offers a wide programme of extra curricular activities for students to access.
There are societies in Geography, History and other subjects across the curriculum, we have
Debating Societies, Polyglot Club (MFL), Chess and Literature Review Clubs to name a few. All
of these seek to develop your child’s skills in Leadership, Community Involvement, STEM,
Creativity and Sports Participation.
As students move up through the school these skills are developed further through the
completion of the Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme. This builds on the attributes developed
in Key Stage 3 and further develops skills of team building, leadership and community
involvement.

The Sharples
Baccalaureate

10

L earn. D ream. A c hi e v e .

At Sharples, we ensure that the learning experience supports all of our learners
to develop to their full potential. Our academically most able learners are
creative, innovative and inquisitive.
The learning experience at Sharples School challenges our more able learners through stimulating,
engaging lesson delivered by outstanding teachers across the curriculum. Extra opportunities
are provided for these pupils to take responsibility for their own learning, so that they develop as
independent enquirers, creative thinkers and reflective learners who go on to achieve the highest
academic standards.
Our curriculum is enriched by trips around the UK and indeed the world. From residential taster
sessions at Oxford and other universities plus a trip to Paris to visit Europe’s largest science museum
and participating in various competitions, our students’ agenda is very full.

Good 2 Great
The Sharples G2G programme is specifically designed to enrich and extend the educational
experience and outcomes of our most able learners, ensuring they make outstanding progress.

Core Programme
•
•
•

Students will be given opportunities to teach other pupils within the school. This may be their   
peers or younger pupils from Year 5+.
All members of the G2G Programme are expected to attempt the “Sharples Challenge Club”
activities in their lessons.
All members of the G2G Programme are expected to attend at least two extra-curricular clubs
per week.

Enrichment

Members of the G2G Programme will be offered a series of enrichment opportunities that they can
sign up to:
•
University visits e.g. Cambridge University Residential taster event.
•
A visiting lecture series – monthly lectures from outstanding speakers from the fields of
medicine, law, literature etc.
•
A series of enrichment trips to local museums and events e.g. Manchester Science Museum,     
Jodrell Bank.
•
“Teach to the Top” or “4T” sessions which are breakfast sessions held in the morning by
subject teachers aimed at the most able.
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Examination Results 2019
2019 witnessed another year of outstanding GCSE examination
results and maintained our trend of improving results year on
year.
PERFORMANCE MEASURE

SCHOOL PERFORMANCE

English 4+
English 5+
Maths 4+
Maths 5+
Basics English / Maths 4+
Basics English / Maths 5+
Science 4-4+
Science 5-5+
Progress 8
Attainment 8

91%
78%
84%
61%
80%
58%
86%
76%
+0.52
55.5

All results are awaiting ratification by DfE.

12

L earn. D ream. A c hi e v e .

w ww.sh a rp l e ss c hool .c o.uk

Hill Cot Road
Bolton
BL1 8SN
Tel: 01204 333253
Fax: 01204 333250
Email: headteacher@sharplesschool.co.uk
Web: www.sharplesschool.co.uk
‘Older students act as
Headteacher: Ms A. Webster

positive role models for
younger students’
Ofsted

